January 31, 1990 LR 8

welcomed. Thankyou, we're pleased to have you with us.
Senat or Wehrbein, please.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes Nr . Pr esi dent menbers. Senator
Chambers, you may continue a couple of mnutes, if you'd like

on your comm. ... Otherwise | would just like to nmake a comrent.
| think | hear what you' re saying, if | understand it right,
t hough, you...if we allow felonies to continue to go to the
Suprenme Court, then nonfelony, oryou wused the wo...l'd ¢g

themcivil cases,|don't knowwhere there's a._ then it woul d

seemto nme that they would end up nore in the ellate court
Wul d | understand that correctly? | f under OLE)I’p proposa| that
all felonies would go only to the Suprene Courty then actually

civil cases would end up going alnmost exclusively to . the
appel l ate court. Wbuld that be the way you would interpret it?

as

SEI | ATOR CHANBERS:  Yes, Senator Wehrbein, gnfjlthat is stated
Butthe way the

the intent of those who are bringing this

bill is drafted now, aII crimnal and all civil cases are
entitled, as a matter right, to an appeal ¢ the
appel late court. The onIy way you can get beyond tl1ye appel | ate
court is if the Suprene Oourt decides that it is wlling to

entertain your suit. go |et's sa¥ you have a distressed farner
who appeal s up through the appellate court. apng |et's make it

civil, so that we don't have to argue between m sdeneanor and
felony. He or she gets to the appellate court, ecision. is
rendered, and it's an appellate court nade up of judges simlar

a_0 ~ I_asdt ni ght which says, |ast week was a rocky one for six
Istrict judges. en Davis _and Keith

Dougl as County, WIIi am lgl ey, Hall County, RayrmH Waédase bo”& 82
County, Bryce Bartu, Seward County, and Al fred Kortum Scotts
Bluff County, all were reversed in whole or partially

Neb"aska  Supreme Court. Let's say you got sone of hesye types
of judges on the appellate court gand the rul e against your
client , and your client feels that %ese judges are not too
swift, anyway, from other decisions he or she has (pserved and
says, well, I "' mgoing to the Supreme Court, gnd finds out that
here is no right to appeal to the Supreme Cour't.. A petition
can be submtted to the Supreme Court,and if they aar then
the farmer can get his or her case bef orethe gupreXE 8ourf

the Supreme Court says, well, this falls into that category of

cases that we're going to stop at the appellate court Ievel,
it's over. Okay.
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