
J anuary 31 , 1 9 9 0 LR 8

bill that would have retained only felony cases on appeal, a
.substantial...more than 60 percent of the backlog would still be
subject t o t h i s bi l l , i s t h at t rue'?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Well, but I don't think you could.
. .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Would you answer that question, please.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: That would be t r u e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Then on your time, because I
don't want mine to run out before I make a comment to Senator
Wehrbein. Sen ator Wehrbein, the amendment that I offered the
other day that was so unceremoniously, overwhelmingly voted down
would have winnowed out over 60 percent of the cases t hat mak e
up the backlog. That seems to me to be quite a straining and
sorting out of cases. You get rid of over 60 percent a t on e
fell swoop, while at the same time retaining for the people a
right they already have. N y amendment. . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: One minute you said? Thank you ,
Nr. Chairman. Ny amendment, relative to felony appeals, was not
giving to people something they don't already have. I t wa s n o t
putting something into the Constitution, it was mainta i n i n g o r
r eta i n i n g wh a t i s already there. LR 8 takes that right of
appeal to the Supreme Court out of the Constitution. And i t
also, Senator Wehrbein, would take away from those farmers who
might be distressed and think that they have a right t o a p p e a l
to the Supreme Court, who think they have a right, under t he
Constitution, would find themselves to be sadly mistaken,
because t hi s b i l l takes away that right as guaranteed by the
Constitution. If the Supreme Court looked out and said , we l l ,
Farmer Brown has a case and I think we' ll listen to his or hers,
there might be a chance to get before the Supreme Court. But,
even if that happens, they'd have to go through the layer of the
appellate court, which they don't currently have t o d o , wh i ch
would b e mor e expen s e , which they currently don't have to be
subjec t t o .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Ti m e . B efore r e cogn i z i n g S enator W e h r b e i n ,
the Chair is pleased to note that Senator Schmit has some guests
in the south balcony. We have 14 juniors and seniors from David
City with their teacher. Would you people please stand and be
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