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also be treated equally.

SPEAKER BARRETT:
Chambers.

accurat e f i g u r e .

those are felonies.

T hank y o u. Fu r t he r d i scu s s i o n ? Senator

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
I ' ve g o t to speak again because I want to address something
Senator Wehrbein stated, and he is one of the few nonlawyers, or
persons not trained in the law to speak on this matter. A nd I
t hin k h e i s en t i t l ed t o a d i r ec t r esp on s e to some of the
comments that he made. b u t before I begin, I w o u l d l i ke t o
establish something by asking Senator Kristensen one or two
questions. Senator Kristensen, you said there would b e. . . t h e r e
exists now about a 500 case backlog. And I ' m no t qu i bb l i n g wi t h
whether that is more or less, but to get a number. E xcuse me, I
didn ' t hea r you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Kristensen, please.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Ye s, that's the ballpark, 500 is a pretty

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And wha t pe r c e n t ag e o f t hose w o u l d b e
criminal cases, and if you could convert that percentage to a
number of the 500, I would appreciate hearing that from you.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: I can only go i n numbers of filings,
because I d on ' t h av e numbers of the backlog, but I' ve got
numbers of the cases filed, a nd I w o u l d as su me t hey wo u l d b e
representative. Forty percent of that is going to be criminal,
and the reason I went to law school was so I didn't have to use
my head in figures, so what ver 40 percent of 500 is, 60 percent
of that would be civ i l , of t he c r i mi n a l cas e s 7 0 p e r c en t o f

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, so if we took 40 percent, which wou l d
b e 40 o f ea c h 1 0 0 , and there are 500, that would be 200 criminal
cases, wh i c h would include misdemeanors presently. Would you

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: That's cor r ec t , except t h a t I t h i nk i n the
b acklog t ho s e c r i mi n a l cases are dealt with first in a more
expeditious manner. So I don't know if I can extrapc lat e back
that there are 200 criminal cases sitting there on the backlog.

agree?
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