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need to do sonething about that, but then ignore the rest of the
appl e. This bill is one that deals with the apple, the apple
being the Constitution. The Constitution enbodies basic rjghts
of the citizens which are to be placed beyond the reach of the
Legislature. Senators will offer bills of the kind that Senator
Landis is offering, and I think it's pgritorious, as | think
other bills that senators have offered are neritorious. But
sonetines there is astralnlng at a gnat while a camel is
swal l owed, and that's the way | see"the Legislature operating
thi s session. Many gnats are before us agnd there's a great
anount of st raining ator upon many of them Byt when we come
to the canmel, which is the Constitution, that carries the |aws
of this state and the rights and guarantees of thoserights of
citizens, we turn away and don't pay attention o it. Aesop
gave a fable, and he tal ked about a bull anc‘i a gnat, gnd the
bull was exalting in his great strength, now | might be telling
it a little differently than Aesop told it. than he's reputed
to have told it, and he was, the bull that is, was of the
opinion that nobody could stand before his power. S nat
lis ened to this as long as he could, then he told the bu?PEEhat
he woul d challenge himto a confrontation, gnq naturally, the
bull | aughed uproariously and thought thi's was the most
ridiculous thing he had ever heard. So the gnat flewin on the
bul'l and stung himon the nose. The bull shook and coul dn't get

the gnat off his nose. The gnat then renoved hinself fromthe
nose when the bull rubbed it in the ground, gndas soon as the

bull raised his head the gnat stung himon the nose g54ain.  And
he kept doing this until finally the bull was so furio sqwe ran
into a wall to crush the gnat,and naturally the gnat escaped,
but the bull was rendered unconscious. The Legislature, in a
sense, is fighting at all of these gnats that sting the nose,
t hat can do no basic harm or substantive damage to the. body
pol ztic. Then when we get to that which isof great substance,
the Legislature, in ny opinion, abdicates its responsibility
To even suggest by a formal vote of the Legislature that rights
guaranteed by the Constitution to the (ijtijizens of t his state
should be withdrawn is irresponsible. The court, as |'ve said
before, is presenting to the Legislature a proposal {phat will
meke its work easier, |ess onerous. pyt government does not
exi st for the convenience of those who have jobs in government.
I't does not exist for the convenience and well-being of

bur eaucrats. It does not even exist for the convenience of
el ected officials. Those in government are stewards, they are
stewards whose responsibility jt is to see after the best
interests of the public. VWien the Constitution provides a

8965



