January 30, 1990 LR 8

punishnent for which can be deprivation of |iberty. If a
citizen is not entitled to appeal to the Suprene Court in a
situation such as that, what other type of circunstance would
justify the existence of a Suprene Co srt? |s it nore i nport ant
that a big shot involved in a civil action be entitled to appeal
to the Suprenme Court than a citizen charged by his or her own
government with a cri me? Is it more inportant that the gas
conpany dealing with its wunderground pipelines, the railroad
conpani es, and others who don't want to pay taxes, should have a
greater claimon the Supreme Court's tine than a citizen charged
with a crime? | don't think so. The way this constitutional
amendment has been drafted, the only cases Yhe Supreme Court g
required to hear are those involving capitaloffenses or where
the death penalty is involved. Those cases are very few _in
Nebraska so you can just about discount themas taking any tine
fromthe Supreme Court. \What other category is entitled as a
right under the Constitution? |f a statute's constitutionality
i s chall enged. Thoseare the only two categories that the

Supreme Court is required tg hear, How much time will that
take? What you are creating under this constitutional anmendment

is acourt with seven judges paid handsonely ith very little
work under the Constitutionthat they are required to do.
Requirements are placed on the Governor under the constitution.
Requirements are placed on the \Legislature under the
Constitution. Very little in the way of a requirement be
placed on these judges. I cannot fault them for trying to

l'ighten their workload. Mstpeople would like to be paid for
doi ng nothing. Nany people would like to be paid nuch for doing

little, and that is what the court is after. | don't think we
shoul d gl anorize and romanticize the concept of a Supreme cgurt
so that whatever they bring to us and seek will automatically E)e
grant ed. I have been in this Legislature going on 20 years and
I have been a member of the Judiciary Committee all of that
time. Wienever the Supreme Court or any other collection of
Judges have come before the Judiciary Committee, they are

seeking more judges, more money, less work. They never have
come during ny 20 years, the Suprgne Court, with a p¥0p03a| to

inmprove the quality of justice, to tighten up the requirenents
interms of qualification for judges. Theywill not. deal with
di sparate sentencing that occurs throughout the judicial system
in this state whereby racial mimorities, poor people, 3re given
the short end of the stick in the formof severe punis msntg ¥or
the same offenses committed by others who have noney, political
clout, or social status. Al of those matters are g part of
this constitutional anendnent and should be considered by us.
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