January 30, 1990 LB 143

Education Committee. There was no opposition at the hearing.

There were some technical anendnents that were conmmittee
anendnents. Those committee anmendnents have beten incorﬁé)rated
0

into the amendnent to LB 143 and becanepart t he anmendnent.
I think what | need to...I will try and explain t{he amendment
and how it works, and | will talk alittle bit about the
background, first of all. | think that the technical communit
colleges | ast year got a very clear nessage from both t%e

CGovernor's Ofice and al so from Senator \Warner saying that e
need to so something about the funding in techni cal comunity
col |l eges or there may have to be sone noves to put the technical
community col |l eges under the auspices of +the state. So the
technical community colleges over the summer had sone |ong and
hard negotiating sessions, and finally came back with a bijll
that woul d provide for sonme equalization aid to try and equal i ze
the funding between sone of the different technical community
college areas. The way that the amendment ygoks and the way
that the funding wouldwork is that any. as we put new funds
into comunity colleges, there are no funds associated with this
bill. Al this bill does is set in place 5 pechanismfor a
different  distribution of the funds that go into the community
coll ege system |t was also brought out at the hearing that the
247 study on higher education is |ooking at this nethod of
distributing funds also.  They are |ooking at this and saying,

is this the way we Ought.to do it? And if that 247 Study. comes
forward and says, no, this probably isn't the way you do it, you

ought to do it a different way, | will be back with a bill next
year to clean this up and make sure that we do it in the method
that the 247 peopleare tal king about because they are | ooking
at this also, but |I think we need to get this in place this
year. | think it's what we need to do because it comes a nore
long-term solution to the problem  Otherw se, what we have s
the community colleges, especially fromthe western area, comijn
in every couple of years wanting either an increase in theqr
taxing authority or needing nore noney to bail m out. So
this is going to provide for some funding and it s going to be
very direct. There is no doubt about that and | know there

been some question as to why the formula is based on the |evy,
and the formula is based on the levy, | think, because that g
the easiest method to target the noney. And | can tell you very
frankly that the noney would be targeted nostly to Western
Nebraska Community Col | ege. There would also be some of t he
money that would go to Nid-Plains under the present fornul a.
The way the fornmula works is that each of the community coll eges
woul d send the figures in showing their tax |evy and show ng the
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