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whether we, in fact, | guess...|' ve told people if you can bring
me some evidence rraybe that we can get out, we ought to | ook at
it because any tine | can avoid unnecessary federal control |

do. But, at this point, I'm not at all convinced of that
argunent. | would further add given this bill and the way
we've approached jt, that this is still good policy regardl ess
of whether it is driven by a federal act or not. |f you |ook at

the problemwe have right npow with overcrowding at Kearne
overcrowdi ng, potentially overcrowding at Geneva in terms o
cost and even if we fulfill the request this year to expand
Kearney, it doesn't seemto solve anything with the revol ving
door problems that we have out there. Add to that the number of
people that are being sentenced to our penal i nstitutions and
the budgetary i mpact of continuing to build those, it seens to
me that anything we can do to reduce the |jkelihood of people
ending up in correctional institutions is worth a try and |
think that if you | ook at experiences with other states o have
done sonething simlar to this that is has not only been in 4o
best interests of young people, which | think is the first
priority of all of us in here, but it has also peen more cost

effective. I would cite, for instance, the St ate of
Nassachusetts where the enacted reforms simlar Ibl I
and the cost per year of a juvenile in alternatlve programs ik

this in Mssachusetts has ranged sonewhere in the nei ghborhood
of 9,000 to $15,6000 per juvenile. |f you |ook at the cost per
juvenile per year in Nebraska rig now, at Kearneyit' s
$21,375, at Ceneva it's 29,921 so if this plan works, a5t has
in Massachusetts, | think we can legitimtely argue that maybe
even if thlswasmotlvated orlglnally by a federal piece of
| egislation, that this (t;ood policy and has ry, good
potential to provide Judges with alternatives where they al | “say
they need themand greatly cut the cost of dealing with this

juvenile problemwe have in the state. |t's myopinion that if
Nebr aska sets up these kinds of prograns, costs should Pe
lower per juvenile and we should have a Iot better prograns for
juveniles. So I'mnot sure it's in our best interests to et
out anyway, but | don't think that's a clear cut black and wh|te
answer that .we even can. As | understand it, it was the
Governor's initiative that got us in and we passed a resolution
as a Legislature, but I don't think that was reallythe

determ ning factor.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Langford, please.

SENATOR LANGFORD: Nr. President, 1'd like to ask Senator
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