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whether we, in fact, I guess...I' ve told people if you can bring
me some evidence maybe that we can get out, we ought to look at
it because any time I can avoid unnecessary federal control I
do. But, at th i s po int, I 'm not at all convinced of that
argument. I would further add, given t his bill and the w ay
we' ve ap p roached it, that this is still good policy regardless
of whether it is driven by a federal act or not. If you look at
the problem we have right now wit h ove r c rowding at K e arney,
overcrowding, potentially overcrowding at Geneva in terms of
cost and even if we fulfill the request this year to expand
K earney, i t does n ' t seem to solve anything with the revolving
door problems that we have out there. Add to that the number of
people that are being sentenced to our penal institutions and
the budgetary impact of continuing to build those, it seems to
me that anything we can do to reduce the l ike l i hood o f peop l e
ending u p i n cor rec t i o n a l institutions is worth a try and I
think that if you look at experiences with other states who have
done something similar to this that is has not only been in the
best interests of young people, which I think is the first
priority of all of us in here, but it has also b een more c os t
effective. I would cite, for instance, the State of
Nassachusetts where they enacted reforms similar to this bill
and the cost per year of a juvenile in alternative programs like
this in Ma ssachusetts has ranged somewhere in the neighborhood
of 9,000 to $15,000 per juvenile. If you look at the cost per
juvenile per year i n Nebraska r i g ht now , at Ke a r n ey i t ' s
$21,375, at Geneva it's 29,921 so if this plan works, as i t ha s
in Massachusetts, I think we can legitimately argue that maybe
e ven i f t h i s wa s mot iva ted o r i g i n a l l y by a federal piece of
legislation, that this i s g oo d pol i c y and has very g o od
potential to provide judges with alternatives where they all say
they need them and greatly cut the cost of d e a l i n g wi t h t hi s
juvenile problem we have in the state. I t ' s my op i n i on t h a t i f
Nebraska sets up these kinds of programs, our c o s t s sho u l d be
lower per juvenile and we should have a lot better programs for
juveniles. So I'm not sure it's in our best interests to ge t
out anyway, but I don't think that's a clear cut black and white
answer t h a t .w e eve n can. As I understand it, it was the
Governor's initiative that got us in and we passed a resolution
a s a Leg i s l a t u r e , but I d on't think that was really the
determining factor.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator Langford, p l e a se .

SENATOR LANGFORD: Nr. Pres ident, I 'd l i ke t o a s k Sen a t o r
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