
January 29 , 1 9 90 LB 663

done an excellent job in writing up this proposal. I t h i n k we
could see some really good programs develop across this state
and give us some options for dealing with juvenile justice, so I
would encourage the adoption of this amendment and then the
advancement of the bill. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Nr . Cl er k , we have an amendment to the amendment.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Yes, Nr. President, Senator Lindsay would move
to amend the Scofield amendment. (Lindsay amendment appears on
page 552 of the Legislative Journal.)

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . S enator L i n d s ay , p l e a s e .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Thank you, Nr. President, members of the body,
the amendment I' ve offered to the amendments is found at line 3,
excuse me, page 3, in lines 11, 21 and 18, and the purpose of it
is in each of those Sections A, C, and D to add the terminology
"whenever the best interests of the juvenile require it", rather
than making it. or having it "whenever possible". Section A , o r
subsection (a) right now reads that preservation of the family
unit, whenever possible, is desirable. I don't know that that
is good policy. I think preservation of the family unit,
whenever the best interests of the juvenile requires it, that
might be good policy. Same thing in Section C, t hat act o f
family participation in whatever treatment i s a f f or d e d a
juvenile, rather than mandating that by having a finding, let ' s
keep that at the best interests of the juvenile. I t h i n k t h a t ' s
what the purpose or I would hope the purpose of the bill is, in
the first place. And the same thing in subsection (d), that
treatment in the community rather than commitment to the youth
development centers, again it's whenever possible. I think it
should be whe n ever the best interests of the juvenile require
it. I think we can't get away from the age-old theory that the
best interests of the children in a situation like this just has
t o b e p a r am oun t and t o b r i ng i n , j u st ma k e i t wha t e ve r i s
possible, I think opens up the door a nd may change th e st and a r d
inadvertently and I would hate to see that happen. I would u r g e
the adoption of the amendment to the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Nelson, did you wish to talk
about the amendment to the amendment or the amendment?

SENATOR NEI SON: I guess I' ll take to chance both, and I hope
that we... first of all, I want to really commend Senator
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