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comuni ties have nore of a problemw th runaways. onthe other
hand, a city |ike Omha has had a maj or amount of problems wth
drug and gang-related activity. so the philosophy of _the B-H
is we need a state and | ocal partnership to address this pro I'em
and we' re going to put into place a systemto provide grants to
communi ty-based organi zations or agencies to help +them develo
and i npl ement a system of juvenile services which could start at
the | ow end of the continuum and offer preventive services on up
to the high end of the continuumto where you get into the
nonsecure and secure detention. That is the comunity's choice.
Comunity here is designed to pe f| exible enough to be, if
you're an urban comunity like Omaha, the definition of
conmunity here could actually be one nei ghborhood in Oraha coul d

come in and apply for this or the whole city could. That is
left up to that area. W aretrying, onthe other hand, to
recognize in rural areas, such as where |'m from, that it's

probably unrealistic for any one commnity alone to take on a
problem of this magnitude and So, within the guidelines of thjs
program that are | aid out,we put in encouragenent, in fact,
direction to the granting entity that priority would be given to
regi onal cooperative kinds of proposals. So basicall y that
conmunity, however they define thenselves, brings the grant in
and says, here's what we think our priority js to deal with
juvenile crime problems, we propose this, and it goes through
the granting process. They could do anything rangin from, a
shel'ter care for runaways; fthey could do group hone plgograrrs f or
status of fenders. They m ght decide they needto do more
intensive probation to keep juveniles out of jail. They might
do delinguency prevention work in schools. They m ght "do drug
abuse prevention. They m ght decide gyr bi ggest problem s
secure detention. Again, that has to be determined by the
comunity. So we try here in this bill to encourage and help
finance the creation of these kinds of services and our goal is
to hav: a mnimumsystem of services in every community or
region to address sonetines the very different peeds of
juveniles who get in trouble because, qpyi ously, you treat
status offender a lot differently than you do song of the other

ki nds of youth that get in trouble with {he | aw. The mg or
changes from the green copy, if you happen to flip open the
fiscal note that's in your pook, I would encourage you to
disregard that at this point. Eor one thing, T think the
nunbers are still incorrect and the other thing, originall y the
bill well, the commi ttee amendments struck some
responsibilities in there to charge the counties for pl aci ng
children in Geneva or Kearney and we are not pursuing that. |,

8881



