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and does give a goal for the department to pursue in
establishing these Title XX reinmbursement rates to try to
reflect_ t he rrarket_, to do a survey within the market around” inq
state in the different areas, and to come back with the
aﬂproprlate schedul e. And so the Legislature ultinmately has
that authority and that js not changed by this bill. |n
addi tion, as Senator Schmit asked me, we do recognize problems
with rules and regulations, and Senator Snith's amendnent |
think dealt with some of the rules and regs changes that were
positive for the state. Fur t her rul es andegs changes are
al ways necessary. |t is an ongoing process and NOW here will
be an advisory commttee there to assist the departnent to do
the best job possible on rules and regul ati ons. There is an
early childhood education panel established under the Departnent
of Education. Its intent is to serve as a coordinating body to
have the different agencies, the different people involved it
early childhood programs, which we are talking here about day
care primarily, to work together, to Know what each other s
doing, and _then also to see about recommendations for
i mprovenments. They really don't have any authority on their own
other than to make recommendations and to work with the
di fferent agencies to inprove coordi nati on and service delivery.
There is a requirement of four hours training for day care home
providers. |t is a mniml amunt, four hours a year, but tnis
woul d al | ow them a chance for those four hours to cone together
to have some training, to know about resources. one of the big
things we found in our research in day care is a lot of these
particularly famly day care home operators npot knowing about
resources and opportunities and where information may be, gznd
-.his is an attenpt to work with them to assist them and to

make sure that we provide assistance to them In addition,
there is a hot line for providers to call, if they have
questions, that is provided under the bill,andother types of

assistance are hoped for through the ongoing work that is
establlshed under these committees. Sol thi nk, asyou can see,
z.t is an attenpt to help day care honeproviders, to help
children, to help families wth children in day care. It is |
think not somet hing to be feared,a|th0ugh there are those who
woul d like you to be fearful. The one letter that...there \ere
two letters read py Senator Beck. First fromthe Auburn
Superintendent and he threw in all kinds of ifferent probl ens
with schools. ..

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.
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