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education is gaining interest not only in the education
comunity, not only in the health and human service comunity
that |'mfanmiliar with, but in the business community because

they understand the npeed to help children and hel p them hel p
thensel ves to develop their skills early on and to then go ”HIO
abl'e

school s and succeed in our school system and eventually be

to join our work force and have the sort of skills and abilities
that we ook for in thework force. And the busi ness communi ty
is very interested inthis legislation as well as a result of
that |ong termperspective. And it seems |ike there may be sone
i ndividuals, and I know | have gotten sone letters and nmaybe you
have as well, that are concerned about involvenment in ar |
chi |l dhood education that we' re trying to see the schools ang thg
state and' the system reach out and grab children early on and
take them away fromtheir parents gnd famlies. And as a
parent of two young children, | can assure you that's definitely
not my goal or jnptent or have any desire to see that happen.
But the intent of this bill is to provide me i ncentives i
four different pilot projects around the state to where a schooq
district that so desires, and it would be optional, there would
only be a few of those that want to pursue this and if {(hey g0
desired, they would have the opportunity to receive this
assi stance on a conpetitive basis, and there they could set |
model programs that, hopefully, m ght be dupP/i cated by ot heP
school s around the state. And the idea would be to pave this
optional for the schools. They come in, they set up a nodel
project. We see how it works and functions. And in this model
project we' re able to provide assistance to parents, to child
care providers, to day care centers, to help themto do the best
job possible with our children. And that's a goal | th}ilnk al |
of us, despite whatever differences philosophically we have, we
do come together, as Senator Ashford said, on the question of

chil dren. We al | want, | think, the best for our children, and
that's exactly what this || is trying to do. By proyidi n
additional training to parents and providers of prog}/aprrs ¥or ou

young children, we then enable themto do the very best they
can. | think everybody tries to do that now but by having ipjs

assistance to the system through these pilot programs, e will
be able to do an even better job of helping these individuals.
By doi ng:lylsor,‘_ IIdthi nk we buitl d_? stfron%%r futur% f?r everybody,
iving all children an opportuni or e ver es i

Etghat %hey can have as th%r))/ gr ow u% t hr ough the}(r earl ye))(/%%rrlgnacr?d
to school and beyond. Andso, as a very strong supporter of
children's initiatives, | very much support "the bil1l and want to
again commend all of those jnvolved but also add that this
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