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PRES| DENT: The Haberman anendnent is adopted. po you have any
ot her anendnent s’

ASSI STANT CLERK: M. President, | have nothing further gn the
bill.

PRESI DENT: d(ay, Senator Wthem Senat or Ashf ord’ on the bi' |.

SENATOR ASHEORD: Thank you, Mr. President, and menbers, |I'm
going to only make a fewbrief remarks on the bill. Senat or
Wt hem adequately described it. I just would nake a comment.
It's i nteresting, I know I had my daught er,

three-and-a-hal f-year-old daughter down here this week and
Senator Labedz has her grandchildren here today, and Senator

Haberman, and | have had my son here on a couple of occasions.
And | think what's interesting, at |least fromthe time |' ve been
here, is the one thing that stops us cold and nakes us snmile g
when we have our children here, and no patter what...or
grandchildren, and no matter what we' re discussing, \hether it
be the most controversial jssue or _not, there i s sonething
about, obviously, about children and their presence pere that
make us realise why we' re here, actually. And we're here,
really, for no other reason other than to nmake certain that we
provide for our children so that as they devel op and grow t hat
the society that they will develop and grow and live in wWll pg
a society that is better than the one that we have grown up in.
So whenever we get to these kinds of issues and ynenwe think
about why we're here, | think it's pretty difficult to find
anything particularly wong or negative apout early chjl dhood
education, about these kinds of neasures because it ‘really gets
at the essence of why we're here and so many of the other things
that we do do, that industry brings in or |abor brings in or
certain other special interest groups bring in here. e as
l egislators, are bound to argue them and di scuss them pyt once
in a while we get things inhere that seemto ne to be really
beyond real significant debate and one of these is early

childhood education. (ne of the areas that | have been working
ininthe Legislature is the area of Aid to Children

Lo ~ Degendent
and it's been extremely gratifyingfor me to see sone of the
changes that we have been able to acconplish in the area of pjq
to Dependent Childrenin the |ast couple of vyears and,
hopefully, this year we will do nore in that area. There are

at-risk children in our society, we all know that. Many other
states and the federal government have tried to deal with
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