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work hard f o r i t .

hospital, who takes care of you most of the time? A nurse. I f
you' re i n t he emergency room, who comes out and takes care of
you and gets you on whatever emergency treatment you need before
the doctor gets there? T he nurse. I f you h a ve a b aby , wh o
takes care of you first? The nurse. The nurse is right there
all the time. If you' re in surgery, the nurses are the ones who
really take care of you. The doctors do the work and that kind
of. . . and di a g nosis and so on, but the nurse is so important to
every one of us in every day of our lives to us and our children
that I can't ever say enough. And one of the big problems with
the nursing profession is that it has been downgraded over the
years because of the rush to specialties and the technological
advances that we have enjoyed in the health professions. So we
need to...these incentives t o ge t m e n and women, bot h ,
interested and back to the nursing profession,and to upgrade
that profession in pay and other benefits, to be sure that they
will stay in the profession, and especially in Nebraska in our
rural areas, but in our urban areas, too. Here i n Li nco l n and
Omaha and this area we need them, too. So I can't urge you
enough to vote for this bill and hope that it will become law
this year and that we' ll be able to take this baby step in
beginning a real beginning to do this kind of legislation and
the incentives and the encouragement to those who are already
nurses. We need to encourage them to stay in their profession
and to feel good about their profession. Most of them do, and
they are wonderful people. So I just urge you to vote for t he
amendments and for the bill. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator Nelson, p l e a s e .

SENATOR NELSON: I . . ..Well, I don't know, I hate to call the
question. Maybe other people want to speak, or i f I can . . . . I ' l l
just say I still speak in support. I have some concerns of howi t ' s b eing worked o u t , but anything that we could do and
possibility of helping the nursing I will support it and I' ll

P RESIDENT: Thank y o u . Senator Schellpeper, would you like to
"lose on your amendment?

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank y ou , M r. Pre s i dent and members.
Senator Nelson, in just talking to some people in the back, they
said there is a standard federal analysis that is used now for
a ll need . Ye a h . And that's what . . . you have a q uest ion a b out
that?


