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di scussion and consideration gnd contenpl ation, and this
amendnent is offered after that further review The only thing
I would caution you is that it is |ess, or I|et us say more
modest an approach than what we envisioned last year. I
consider it a first step. | consider it an initial effort to

deal with this problem  apnd it S 8UIte likely that it vviII
require further followup in years ahea ?n3|dpler|ng t ha

| ast year we passed the |egislation and had |t Y uId
hope that this nore nodest approach would be able to be passed

and signed by the Governor and would pecome | aw. We cannot
afford to wait anylonger for action on this problem g, with
that understanding, | would encourage ?/our support for Senator
Schel | peper's amendment and for the bill.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Schell peper, please, followed by
Senator Crosby.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: |' || pass at the present time. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Al l ri ght , thank you. Senator Crosby.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Nr. President and memnbers. I'm
really pleased to stand gpng support this anendment and the
| egi sl ation. Just two thi ngs before | say what | want to say
about the nursing profession in general. |''mnot going to talk
about the technical side of it, because | know, because |I' ve

tal ked to Senator Schell peper, he has addressed gsome of those
problems and i s working out a lot of them |nthef|rst pl ace,
sonebody asked about the term "nontraditional That's a nice
euphenismfor older people. | was a nontraditional student when

| finished ny degree. Sowe clear that up. The other thing
soneone nentioned that we need to address the masters programs

for nurses. We have already done part of that. |astyear | was
very pleased to be a part of the effort to get the Coordi nating
Conmi ssi on on Post Secondary Educa“on to approve a masters

program at Union Col |l ege, here in Lincoln, I dv h
46 students, 46 nurses who are taking advant age oefytﬁarea a/grgr\r/le
Sol was very pleased that that happened, andthat was done

wi thout |egislation, because all they needed was ipe aproval.
I think what I'd like to say to you this morning, and|'ve said
this before, the nursing profession is the profession that

of us, when you have a health problem the nurse is the one tnhaly

you depend on for a lot of your care, mostof our care. |fvou
go to the doctor's office or if you call the doctor with a
probl em whom do you speak to? The nurse. If you're in the
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