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rule which said you had to wait until at least the 45th day
before appropriation bills c ould be co n s i d e r ed , h e n e eded t o
have 30 votes. Under the rules that we have now set pr e c edent
for by your votes, and, I being a part of the body, I have to
probably say by our votes, though I did not support it, Senator
Landis , a l l he had to do was ask the Chair the following
question. Is it the Chair's ruling and decision that it t ak e s
30 votes to suspend this rule? And the Chair would have said,
as he would have to have said, yes, it is m y dec i s i o n beca u se
that is the rule. And then Senator Iandis now, if we would have
done this before Commonwealth, would have been able to say, then
I challenge that decision. And he onl y n e eds 25 v o t e s t o do
that. Or if I...if he rephrased the question, it would b e, I
move to overrule that position, And it takes 25 votes to do
that. That's what Senator Warner was trying to explain t o t h e
body yesterday. Senator Landis got 27 votes, two more than was
needed under ou r pr es e nt s y s t e m now. T he ru le s wo u l d n ' t haveb een s u s pended a n d the bill would have passes.. The precedent
you have set in the last few days that I have been arguing on, a
par= of what Senator Chambers is doing, a nd I ' ve been t r y i n g to
make that as clear as I can, but it is a virtually impossible
task to separate what I'm doing from what Senator Ch a mbers i s
doing . The po i n t I' ve been trying to make that the zealousy
that we have had to g et one i s s u e , we have compromised
principles and guidelines that democratic institutions must
follow even within the most stressful times. And the policies
t ha= w e ha ve unde r t a k en today, in our zealousy to achieve a
small psychological victory on one side or another, has l ed us
to the brink of some major changes on how and what bills will
pass this session and following sessions. The next time this
probably comes up will not be on a benign issue.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: It will be a very, very important
i ssue . And t ho s e o f yo u that are saying, in a s i mp l i s t i c
manner, hey, that's no problem, you know, w e' ve got 3 0 v o t e s o n
769, if it up comes again, we just won't do that, failed to miss
the point because positions change on d if ferent issues,
coalitions change, and many times there will be 25 votes to do
something but there would not b e 30 . And I gua r ant e e you ,
t hough I hav e on l y been here, this is my third year, I have
watched some of the best and I guarantee you once a precedent is
set that any member of the body, if they feel strong enough,
will use whatever is in their power to get their bill through.
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