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rul e which said you had to wait until gt |east the 45th day
before appropriation bills could be considered, he neededto
have 30 votes. Under the rules that we have now get recedent
for by your votes, and, | being gart of the bogy, ?ﬁave to
probably say by our votes, though | did not support it, gepator
Landis, all he had to do was ask the Chair the follow ng
question. Is it the Chair's ruling and decision that ;i {ges
30 votes to suspend thisrule? And the Chair would have said,
as he would have to have said, yes, it is my decision because
that is the rule. And then Senator landis now, if we would have
done this before Commonweal th, would have been able to say, then

I challenge that decision. Andhe only needs25 votes to do
that. Or if |...if he rephrased the question, it would be, |
nove to overrule that position, and it takes 25 votes to do
that. That's what Senator Warner was trying to explain (5 the
body vyesterday. Senator Landis got 27 votes, twonore than was
needed under our present systemnow. Therules wouldn't have
been suspended and the bill woul d have passes.. The precedent
you have set in the last few days that | have been arguing on, 5
par= of what Senator Chanbers is doing, andlI've beentrying. to
make that as clearas | can, but it is a virtually ifposSi bﬁe
task to separate what |'mdoing fromwhat Sepator Chambers is
doing. The point |' ve been trying to make that the zeal ousy
t hat we have had to get one issue, we have compromised
principles and guidelines that democratic institutions nust
follow even within the nost stressful tinmes. And the policies
tha= we havwe undertaken today, in our zealousy to achieve a
smal | psychol ogi cal victory on ohe side or another; has ed s
to the Dbrink of somemjor changes on how and what bi I,s Wi Iul
pass this session and foll owi ng sessi ons. The next time this
probably comes up will not be on a benign issue.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: It will be a very, very inportant

issue. And those of you that are saying, in a simplistic
manner, hey, that's no problem you know, we've got 30 votes on

769, if it up comes again, we just won't do that,gfalled to mss
the point because positions change on dif ferent issues

coalitions change, and many times there will be 25 votes to do
sonet hi ng but there would not be 30. And | guarantee vyou,
though [ have only peen here, this is ny third year, | have

wat ched some of the best and | guarantee you once a precedent iIs

set that any nmenber of the body, if they feel stron enough,
will use whatever is in their power to gét their bill ?hrough.
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