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vul nerabl e menbers of our society. The very women who need our

protection and assistance will be the nost endangered | don t
think there is any line on a reel ection canpaign hure.,
do | think there is vindication of your own rmracf perspectlve

that justifies putting others in that kind of ganger. That '
what 769 does. We should take ti me, we should think tw ce. V\E
shoul d not act perspicuously and we shoul d not force our moral

convictions onto others and placing themin physical danger
which is what this bill does.

PRESI DENT: One mi nute. Senator Land|s | y
question, please. I ' m supposed to keep’ track of tahose varo are

for or against the bracketing notion at the moment. A e you for
or agai nst the bracketing notion?

SENATOR LANDI S: | am for the bracketing notion.

PRESIDENT: Okay, thank you. Senator Chanbers, please, followed
by Senator Schmit and Senator Bernard- Stevens.

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Nr. Chairman, |'m for the bracketing motion.

Menbers of the Legislature| had nade comments not only this
nmorning, but fromtime to tinme about the degraded position

, a
wonen are often placed in in this country so | think |I'm golng
to read something fromJustice Stevens which he wrote in the
"\Wbster case that everybody tal ks about,

t that was decided in July of |a3t year.
Chi ef . nmeant, Suprene Court Justice Stevens says ites,
Ny concern can best be expl ained by reference to the posrtlon on
this issue that was endorsed by St. Thomas Aqui nas and wi dely
accepted by the |eaders of the Roman Catholic church for many
years. The position is summarized jn a3 report entitled
"Catholic Teaching on Abortion" prepared the pOongressionaI
Research Service of the Library of Congress: stat g
"The di sagreenent over the status of the unforrred as gar sk 1'he
formed fetus was crucial for Christian teaching on the soul. ¢
was wi dely held that the soul was not present until the
formation of the fetus 40 or 80 days after conception for |(y5les
and fenal es respectively.” Ny comment, the 40 days was how | ung
it took for a male to become ensoul ed, 80 days for a fenale,
whi ch means she was not ensouled until 80 days wher eas male,
40days. Backto the quote, "Thus abortion of the unformed or
‘inanimate’ fetus (fromanima soul) was something | ess than true
homicide, rather a formof anticipatory or quasi honicide.
This view received its definitive treatment i5 St. Thomas
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