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a rule of majority and this type of government,a republ i c an
form of government, we are representatives, we represent c e r t a i n
constituencies, we vote our consciences on issues and maybe I
lose sometimes, maybe I win sometimes. Any proposition that is
passed by this Legislature deserves discussion. The arguments
for and against the particular measure deserve to be h eard a n d
we don't want to stifle debate, but there becomes a time when by
man'pulation of the rules, by political chicanery, debate is
extended far beyond the issue at hand where we get, i nstead of
debating the merits of the particular bill, we ge t i n t o
personalities and we quescion why particular people are running
for office and we question their motives. and it becomes a
situation which I think is embarrassing to the Legislature in
which senators start to question the integrity of one another.
That is not the way the system should work.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: It seems to me that if Senator Landis or i f
anybody wants to question the merits of the bill, wait till the
bill is up for advancement and then discuss it. T hey have t h e i r
time then. They can even send position papers around a n d, I
read them, I suspect my fellow senators read them, o f t h e i r
v iews on the i s s u e . At that time we can vote the way we choose,
but it seems to me we have some excellent senators w h o ar e
usually very thoughtful, very considerate, very conscientious
and often very compassionate who are embarrassing themselves on
the floor of the Legislature. They are demeaning their own
integrity, they are losing their own credibility by the
political chicanery and the manipulation of the rules that is
taking place. We have important i ssues t o d i scu s s , nuclear
waste. We have property tax relief. We have school finance
reform that we just heard a bill last night in a h earing , nee d
to be addr e s sed . There are important social issues that I am
sure each o f t he s e s enat or s who .

. .

P RESIDENT: Ti m e .

would like to see passed. We shoul d be dea l i ng with t hos e
i ssues as wel l and not wasting all the time on this kind of
chicanery . Thank y ou .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . S enator D i e r k s , p l e a s e . T he q u es t i o n
h as b een c a l l e d . Do I see f i v e h a nds? I do, and the question

SENATOR McFARLAND: ...are prolonging this debate have that they
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