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be lelded |f, i.ndeed, it is d|V|S|b|e and as a matter of fact
and logic, this amendment js djvisible. For the Chair to
blatantly disregard the rule is a dereliction gf duty,
"esponsibility  and a total disregard for not only the rules but
the duties of somebody who is serving as Speaker and sitting

the Chair. As a member of this Legislature, | amentitled to
believe that the rules as written will be applied |  am
entitled, as a nenber of this Legislature, to have a Speaker who
is not intimdated and buffaloed into closing his eyes to the
"l'ear meaning of this rule. |t requires no interpretation. It

is not esoteric. It is not ambiguous. Thereis only one
meaning that can be derived from reading the ule, no
conplexities. But the Chair has chosen to fall in I|ne with
those who, because they have the nunbers, have deternined that

the rules will be di sregarded | feel no respons|b|||ty to

accede to such an irresponsible and inmproper action by ~the
Chair, whoever happens to be serving in that role. \Wwhen eople
are elected to positions of |eadership in this Legis ature
there should be confidence that the person in that position wl

do what the duties of that position require, and the duties of
the Speaker include a responsibility when sitting as +the Chair
to apply the rules as witten, andthe Speaker has chosen not to

do that. Ther e have been nany instances, drawing an anal ogy,
where there has been great prejudice and publ ic outra in a
given community and a judge will be swayed by that ou rage and

disregard the facts of the case and the law, be swept 4iong py
the outcry and abdicate hisor her responsibilities. apother

judge, another court will have to correct that egregious ooy,
I'n this instance, the Legislature has erred egregiously. Today
isa new day. Today is anew peginning. Today the person

sitting in the Chair was elected by the nmembers of this body to
hold the position of Speaker. The Eerson sittingin the Chair
yesterday had been elected to anot position but was assi gned
by the Constitution the duty of presiding over the Legislature.

He is an interloper. He is an outsider. Perhapshe is
concerned about the fortunes of the Governor on whose ticket e
ran last tinme. This is not an issue which is being discussed in
a vacuum There clearly are political ramfications to what is
before us and | believe that those political ramifications are

affecting and i mpairing the objectivity of the judgnment of the
peopl e who have sat in the Chair on this issue. The Chair did
not tell me that | msreadthe rule. The Chair did not tell ne

that no such rule is in the book. The Chair said, because of
what the Legislature did yesterday, | amgoing to disregard tR
rule today. What kind of responsibility is ¢that? And if a
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