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he's told me quite clearly what the Supreme Court of the United
States will do. Of cou rse, I remember many constitutional
scholars with much more experience than Senator Lindsay t e l l i n g
me what the Supreme Court of Nebraska would do on t h e E n r o n
case. And it didn't happen. The point is we don't 'know what
the Supreme Court is going to do. But nonetheless,what
happened was Senator Labedz and others then signed onto a b i l l
from Minnesota saying that this was not an abortion issue, this
is simply a notification, and it's not permissic i, i t ' s j u st
notification and we w ant to talk about the issue. W e want t o
have parental notification. And most people said, fine. But
what, in essence, happened was the Judiciary Committee whizzed
it through real quickly. We got it on t h e f l oo r , an d when
amendments began to appear on the floor, it became very clear
that Senator Labedz and troop, I guess, were not going to take
any amendments regardless if they agreed with the amendment
because if it changed the bill different from Minnesota it would
j eopard i z e t h e co n s t i t u t i on a l i t y o f ou r b i l l . S o, i n es se n c e ,
what we have is a ma jority pushing through a bill that was
written by another state, not for Nebraskans, a bill written by
another state without our ch i l d r e n i n m in d , a b i l l wr i t t en b y
the other state...another state that had f l aws , bu t we were
b l i n d l y g oi ng t o f o l l o w bec a u s e we wanted something
constitutional, we didn't care if it could be i m pr oved . And
t hat ' s when I became concerned about the process, and I c ame up
with this amendment over the interim. And I sa y I c a me up with
the amendment because it was not given to me by any group. I
did take a lot of the idea from an article I read in a newspaper
that talked about a bill passed by the Maine L egis l a t u r e . I n
essence, I ' m doi ng the following, an d, M r. P r e s i d e n t ,
Mr. Speaker , Mr. S pea k e r , i f I cou l d , i f I could be
reminded...make sure that I hear the one minute that's left, I'd
appreciate it. What I did with my amendment i s say t h e
following, one of the concerns I have is that we have limited a
child's notification process just to a parent. Now I know many
of you have grandchildren and many' of you have children, but I
don' t k now if many o f you have b e en ar oun d t e en a g e r s
particularly as much as other people have in the last 1 3 y e a r s
or so. I can tell you that even good children have diffzculty
and sometimes are terribly e mbarrassed ab o u t telli". their
parents certain failings that they may have encountered through
their adolescent period, and they simply refuse to tell, some
out of embarrassment,some out of guilt, and sometimes they' re
just simply afraid. That's with good families. Poor families,
we don't even get to that alternative. A nd I d o n ' t m ean p oo r a s
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