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bracket motion.

And here we are spending day after day on the issue that may
completely change in terms of its focus in just the very near
future, and we may have to revisit everything that we might end
up doing here. So my feeling is rather than move forward and
take more time today and tomorrow and whenever t hat we'd be
better off waiting and seeing what the Supreme Court might come
back to us with in terms of a decision. Narch 20th is a t ime
that we think maybe might have a decision back and still provide
enough time to a ct on this measure toward t he end of t h e
session. But, as I understand it, there is a desire to proceed
with the amendment before y o u by S e n ator Be rnard-Stevens, a
desire to further debate the merits of the issue. A nd despi t e
the fact that I, personally, think it's time not well spent at
this point, that we would be b etter off not p u r s u in g t he
discussion of this bill today as we have in the past, but rather
wait and see what the Supreme Court decides, n evertheless, t h e r e
s eems a des i r e t o pr oc e e d . So, with that, I'd withdraw my

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y ou . It is withdrawn. Nr. Clerk, next

C LgRK: Nr . Pr e s i d e nt , the next motion, I be lieve, is the
amendment as offered by Senator Bernard-Stevens. Senator , t hi s

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: N embers o f t he b o d y , w e fina l l y a t
least get a chance to talk about the amendment that I'm not sure
many people even had a c h ance t o r ead because o f a l l the
brouhaha that I suspect m ay not be over y e t . The amendment
stemmed from my concern and my concern all along with t he way
that the body has attacked the parental notification issue, and
that is we grabbed ahold of the Ninnesota law, not b e c ause the
law was, in fact, a good law, bu t b e cause t h e state happened to
pass it and it happened to pass constitutional muster at t he
8th Circuit Court, which we are a member of. So the t h eory went
that, by golly, if we could adopt that same law exactly and get
it into our statutes, when the Supreme Court rules on that, and
they are going to rule on that, I suspect, this summer, we could
have a law on the books that is constitutional. Of course, we
may have one on the books that is not constitutional as well. I
know Senator Lindsay will argue until his dying br eath, I 'm
sure, that he's sure what the Supreme Court will do. I n fa c t ,
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