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t hrough . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR L ANDIS : ...childbirth. Ado lescent mothersare more
likely to be premature, to have low birth weight babies. I t ' s a
major cause of infant mortality, serious childhood i l l n e s s ,
birth injury, neurological defects including mental retardation.
:n other words, forcing kids to take their pregnancies to term
means more of those si tuations, not less. Children of
adolescent parents suffer educational disadvantage, generally as
a rule have a lower IQ in achievement scores. T hey a r e m o r e
likely to repeat one grade. Mothers who give birth b efor e t h e
age of 18 are less likely to graduate from I igh school and less
l i k e l y t o go on t o co l l ege . Two-thirds of families headed by
women whose first birth come before 20, live before the poverty
l i ne . I n ot h er wo r d s , f o r c i ng k i d s t o carr y t he i r p r egn an c i e s
to terms has in many cases disaster effects, disastrous effects
on the mother and on the child. The law shou ld not b e t he
instrument by which we c omp e l t hese , i n .-.om e cases,
life-threatening situations to occur against i ndividuals of
t ender y e a r s . . .

PRESIDENT: T i me .

SENATOR L A NDIS : ...that, in fact, this is not something that
the law can do easily. We need to talk more, not l e ss . I
support the moti.:n to overrule the Chair.

PRESIDENT: The vote is to override the Chair. I f y o u vo t e ye s ,
you' re v o t i ng t o continue the d ebate on the mo tion to
reconsider. If you sustain the Chair, i t ' s a vot e t o p r oc e e d t o
a vot e o n ce a s i n g d e b a t e . All those in favor vote a ye, o pp o s e d
n ay. Ha ve y o u a l l v ot ed ? Record , M r . C l e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: 6 ayes , 23 nay s , Mr. P r e s i de n t , on the motion to

PRESIDENT: Okay, the Chair is not overruled, t here f o r e , we g o
to proceeding cn a vote to cease debate. All thos in favor of
ceasing d e b at e v o te aye . . .Senato r B e r n a r d -S t e v e n s .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I believe there is a motion.

CLERK: Senator, you did not vote with the prevailing side.

over r u l e t he C ha i r .
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