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say that | didn't say in the opening. Rj ghts in any denpcratic
society are always easK to keep durinrq good ti mes. | always
want to listen to ny neighbor have a conplaint, jf | kKnow it
really doesn't affect ne, personally. \ere denocracy tends to
break down is when the majority knows that by a | arger mej ority
they can change the rules at any tine,;nq | understand that .
There are times the npjority has to nove on. utin going back
to the Constitution of the United States the |ast couple of
eveni ngs and readi ng or at |east perusing through the Federali st
Papers again, there is one thing that tine and tine again caught
my fancy, as it has caught the fancy when | taught your
grandchildren and children about their rights. And that is,
nmenbers of the body, in many cases the forefathers were not
telling us that the pgjority nust always rule, because quite
obviously when they broke away from Britain that was the
problem the majority of Britains in Parliament were al ways

ruling. The minority wagever | istened to, and Parlianment
could say, hey, if you' ve got the votes you win, that'
dermocracy. And that wasn't representation. They talked about
taxation without representation. The minority was not being

heard because the issue got big, we're talking ‘money to the
British crown and property and egos. And the British crown said

this is the law. =~ And we broke away fromthat, we fought
bitterly and people died for our country. And ; ;

; . i n h rinciple
that comes «clear inthe Constitution to me an t%e IPederaII |pst
Papers is the principle of, yes, the majority does w n, but we
must have protections so that the minority can maybe stop, gzt
tinmes, the majority fromdoninating, because God knows that's
what we fought the Declara...that's what we fought our
revolution, to stop the majority fromdom nating our souls.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  That may be a little dramatic, but jt
just takes a little bit and piece of a right at any one time to
be taken away and we justify that, we justify.it. But in
essence this particular yote is saying the follow ng, we have
the rule in there for all senators, whether they're in mej ority
or the minority. And the rule is that tha/1 %/ave the power to
divide. No one has on the floor questioned et her the division
that I ask for was inproper. No one has stated it as an
i nproper way of dividing the question. Al they have said is
they don't like it. And you start taking that right away,
regardl ess of our reasons,regardl ess of the issues, jnd m

friends, | will be the first one to point ny finger and say, ’yoM
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