January 22, 1990 LB 769

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, Nr. President, | would. prankly

| think maybe we shoul d have a 48-hour cooling off period for
the nermbers that are going to be involved in this. s Senator

Labeds i ndicated when | mentioned this to her, | saiﬁ | thought
t hat maybe it would bea good idea if she and Senator

Bernard-Stevens sat down and tal ked about this a little bit
before we went any further, ny concern again being that contrary
to what Senator Schmit's concerns are about we change the . |eg
all the time, that's all too often true, |adies and gent[en’en,
but | think there is good reason to bracket this for a couple of
days and get back on this and work this out. |don't happen ¢tg

believe that the end justifies the means,aswas suggested
ea lier. And | don't haJppen to believe that we always raRe the

best decisions in this body when we just vote to get sonething

out of the way or to please people. vyou k | Id lik

vo-e for this bill and a | ot of other k?iullsr]o?’vh her\'\guj ust Ibe%auts%
I like all of you and | want to get along with you and | think
al.i of us find ourselves in that dilema. apnq | think sonetimes

we nove things because we |ike somebody else 4, \we know the
ca=e deeply about that and we want to hel p them andeit put s yoEJ/
in areal noral dilemma personally sonetimes about saying, g

gee, I'd really like to get along with so and g and | would
like to have him vote for my bill which is conming up pretty
quick and so maybe we' Il just go along and we' Il get along. apg
when we get in that nentality that' s when we nmake really awful
deci si ons. And | would cite to you an exanple that happened in
1986 When, at the last m nut e, we stood up and amended a lltﬁ,]l e
bill. LB 491 was gutted and we stuffed in all' the | anguage that

made us  draw up the rules and regulations for the Low Level
Radi oactive Waste Conpact, and | thought about that when you
were speaking, Senator Schmit. And that was one of those times
when | think we just kind of all wanted to get stuff one that
day. | asked a couple of questions about that ang,rt]ran 'y,
didn't know what was going on and neither did anybody else and
away we all went. And then Senator Schnit's conments. the ot her
day about how we perhaps noved too quickly on that subject, d
here we are in a ness with Nebraska likely to becone cne of #Re
national S| tes f0r that, | th| nk t hat i ndi cates what happens
when thi s body moves too quickly, doesn't take the tine to
under stand things for expedi ent reasons or the desire t avoid
the tedi ous discussion of things that we don't want tc 5l og our
way through, that we take votes that really 45 not serve the
best interests of the people of this state, ppke us | ock foolish
as legislators.  And 5o, even though it takes time, | will
al ways defend the rlght of an EBErnie GChambers or a Senator
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