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also speaking in support of Senator Labedz's motion to override
and I will tell you why. We don't need to worry about precedent
on this floor. Every day we set a new precedent. The motion
that was offered by Senator Labedz, if and when we get t o t hat
vote, will be a vote, a vote on the bill, on the amendment of
Senator Bernard- Stevens. It's that simple. If he has the votes
for his amendment, then Bernice's motion will not carry. I f he
does not, then it will. So oftentimes we hear the danger of
precedent. Well, let me tell you something. I think that those
who are on the Appropriations Committee will agree that, having
divided the question line by l i ne, page b y p a g e , e tcetera ,
etcetera, did not really educate those of us who are not on the
budget committee. I thi nk Senator Warner and the budget
committee knew that we wouldn't know any more about t he b u d g e t
when we got through with that procedure than we did previously.
Ve just had to sit through the burdensome, o nerous t ask o f do i n g
on the floor what the budget committee does over a per i od of
w eeks o r m o n t h s . If we really want an input on the budget, we
al l k n ow where t o go , we go to the budget committee hearings and
we participate in that manner.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: That's also another reason why this amendment
p erhaps c o u l d ha ve be e n of f er e d in a better way, a better
manner. I do not...don't argue with Senator Bernard-Stevens'
system, his manipulation, if you call it that, his definition of
himself as a sincere, sly fox is somewhat of a contradiction. I
don't k now i f y o u c a n b e a s in c e r e , sly fox, but if he says you
can, you can, and that's fine with me. But, i n a n y c a se , h e i s
using the system and so those who support his position can argue
and argue emphatically that you can't set a precedent by denying
him the right to divide the question. I j u s t l o o k a t i t t h e
other way, just look at it from the plain old political hardball
that's played on this floor day after day after day. Y ou c a n
divide the question if you' ve got 25 votes. If you haven't got
25 votes, you' re not going to divide the question. A nd s o
whatever y ou do , don ' t stand up on this floor and invoke the
moral principle of precedent.

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Schmit, may I i nter...Senator Bernice
Labedz's time is out and now you' re on your own time.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Thank you. Get my second wind. I t h i n k j us t
it's very important that we recognize that the issue here is one
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