
January 22, 199 0 LB 769

you are absolutely right. And I know Senator Labedz is tiri<, I
am tired, and I know we have a lot of session ahead of u~. I
know that, but this is a major piece of legislation, my friends,
and I am asking you to look at the amendment that I o ffered,
looking at the sections that are easily divisible to make sure
that we know what we are doing.

P RESIDENT: T i m e .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I ask that you not support the
division (sic) of the Chair. How about the divisior .. .SenatorLabedz's motion. Thank you, Bernice. I ask you not to support

PRESIDENT: Yes, Senator Scofield, please, followed by Senator
L indsay and Senator Di erks .

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Nr . P r e s i dent , and members, let' s
lay aside for us the emotional issue that is before us, because
one could easily cast a vote here that has precedent that lasts
for years and years and years and I think have a very negative
impact on this body. And as tedious as this may appear, a nd a s
deiighted as everybody in here, I suspect, would be to get this
issue behind us, no matter what, whether we do good work or bad
work o r any t h i ng , I really think in the heart of hearts of
everybody in here is they would like to just have this issue go
away, and that is when I think you makereally bad decisions.
And as I see the precedent about to be established here is that
if we overrule the Chair,we are making a decision that could
come hack to haunt us on other issues and I think specifically
of the budget. And I don't think we want to set a precedent
here of where w e don ' t divide the question, no mat te r how
tedious that division m ay appear t o be a n d , as Senator Lamb
points out, he's afraid this is a new filibustering tactic. You
know, the great thing about human beings is, Senator Lamb, they
just keep thinking up new and creat i v e ways around whatever
rules we set and I guess that's just part of the game. But I
think we want to be very careful how we move here because to
suddenly say that we' re not going to divide the question in the
future, I think could seriously jeopardize the quality of debate
on this floor, the quality of the decision-making on this floor
and, obviously, the area that I get most c o ncerned ab o ut is
appropriations and budgeting because we so frequently, by your
request, divide budget issues so that you can go through e v e r y
one of them item by item. Me did it just last year and have

that .
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