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why the notification of one parent | think was certainly an
appropriate amendment, that IS why the affidavit provision |
think was an appropriate amendnment, gnd certainly was
appropriate enough to be passed py this Legislature several
years ago when we adopted parental npotification in the first
pl ace. And t he 24-hour provision is sonewhat the same sort of
i dea, that when we inpose into law restrictions in this area
that we be very, very cautious and very concerned about the
m nor child and that that should be the central core of our
debat e. The i ssue of the abortion, itself,whether it is right
or wong, is an issue that each of us nmust decide for his or
hersel f. None of us getting umere are going to convince any
of us whether it is right or wong to have an abortion. \ye pave
made that decision already; or whether or not it should pe the
i ndividual woman's choice to nake that decision, that decision
has been made by all of us already. Whatwe are about p as
we try to pass | egislatiomr as it looks as if we vvi?Yv’pass
legislation in this area, and Senator Smith's amendnent | think
is consistent with that idea, that we not necessarily sinply
pass a | aw just because some other state did, but we take t he
experiences from that state and those states and we adopt or
adapt those experiences to what we are doing here in Nebraska,

because | think wereally are, in many ways, gz nore reflective
body than sone of the other Legislatures that have | ooked at
thi's issue. | can' t, for the life of me, understand, and I
never will, why we did not adopt Senator Lynch's education
provision.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: It is just beyond me that we would do that if
what we are really getting at is the issue of informed
understanding by a minor. The whole reason for parental
notification, in nmy...at least ny understanding of it, s that
mnors and their parents and, if not their parents,their
guardi ans have a free di scussion about the jssue so that the
deci sions that that mnor nmakes is a decision which cones about
after reflection and consideration of the issyes. Why
informati on about that decision should be w‘thhe'dSls beyond ne;
and as long as we are passing laws in this area, it wuld be one
thing if we weren't trying to get involved in this issue as a

Legi sl ature, but once we cross that threshold and decide to
becone involved in the issue of abortion,.

PRESIDENT: Time.
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