
January 22, 19 90 LB 769

Senator, this is your amendment, strikes
inserts "twenty-four". ( See AN1735 o n
Legislative Journal, First Session.)

PRESIDENT: Se n ator Ashford.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Nr. President. Again, this is an
amendment I introduced last year to bring LB 769 into conformity
with current law. As you k n ow, w e h ave a l a w on parental
notification and that law requires that there be 24-hour notice
given to the parents prior to the abortion being performed. I
brought this amendment for t w o r ea s ons, or actually three
r easons. Al so , none of these amendments c ame f r o m a n y
organization. I noticed there were a ser i es of r ed v o t e s
automatically went up. App arently, there is just generally
g oing to be opposition. There is really no point in m e
discussing this, I guess, because there is automatically going
to be 15 or 16 or 1 7 v o t e s , so...but I will try anyway. These
amendments, the first one and this one, were brought about for
three reasons. O n e , current law, current Nebraska law requires
that there be a 24-hour notification period for parents to be
consulted or to be notified of an abortion, and this 24-hour
period is consistent with I believe a bill which was introduced
by Senator Lindsay which requires a 24-hour period prior t o a n
abortion being performed, any abortion being performed, I
believe is what Senator Lindsay's bill calls for. O kay, so t h a t
Is the first reason it is, it is consistent with current law.
Secondarily, it is consistent with I think the general idea that
w e make this law a s less onerous as possible on all of the
parties involved. If you believe that parents can be n o t i f i ed
in 24 hours, I think it is certainly an amendment that should be
passed. Obv iously, in all of the debates that we have had on
this issue, the time factor is an important issue. I n a l l of
the courts that have dealt with. ..the appellate courts that have
dealt with the abortion issue always talk in terms of time. Is
the law that is passed too onerous? Does it require too long a
period of time prior to an abortion being performed? And in
many cases where laws have been st ruck, a bortion l aws have be e n
struck down by appellate courts, there has been a concern by the
appellate court that the time involved between the decision to
have an abortion and the abortion, itself, was too great. What
is...going back just a moment to the judicial bypass issue and
the time issue, not only do we...if we maintain 48 hours, that
is two days, you have got a situation potentially where you
could have a 48-hour waiting period. The court ' s dec i s i on , if
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