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it is an inportant fact to keep in mind. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens, please,
followed by Senator Nelson.  Senator Nelson, please.

SENATORNELSON: Nr. Speaker, and nenbers of the body, I have in

front of me, and | think a ot of us do pay attention to sone of

the information, The Council of State Governnents and theK sum
his

up all of the legislation. The whole Pr_obl em of t of
parental notification, there is absolutely nothing wong with it

if it is afanly that is loving and a functional fanmily and g
on, which, incidentally, | think in Minnesota's statistics
showed, that in that case, 75 percent of the parents
were...actually 78 percent were advised, but in the others, gng
that is the ones that we nust be concerned about, background,

parental consent, and abortion, it will increase the nunber of
children born to teenage nothers. For exampl e, Ninnesota
experienced a 38 percent increase in the birthrate anong '1% and

16-year olds since its parental notification |aw took effect.
As of January, 1988, 35 states, including,

have sone type,yand there are a | ot of diffgergnot oge?ri]ﬂist?o];g,rthé
| ot of di fferent ideas, different statutes,gnd | don't think
that any of those are going to change anyone' s mind. It
still up to that famly and that doctor and | see this as tﬁwe
testinmony in front of the Judiciary Conmittee. Again, = Dr . Ann
Coyne happens to be a nermber of the Catholic faith, Professor of
Social Work at UN-O. studies show that pregnant teenagers
notify their parents; about 20 to 25 percent do0 ot for good
reasons, ard it is the problemof the dysfuncti'onal family.
Just about three days ago | had lunch with the school
adm nistrators in Kearney, Nebraska. The school admi nistrator
sa d that they had had an increase in the |ast four years in
speci al ed, maybe it would be five years, mayhe of 74 percent
and a lot of that is brought on by, again, dysfunctional
famlies, alcohol, drug abuse, very, very alarming. Also the
Li ncol n Public Schools have spoken on that same number and that
same ternms, and if there was anything in here that | felt that
woul d hel p the problem of teenage pregnancies or would help g
society, would help with the welfare, and would help with the
many ot her problens and concerns, | certainly would be for ihis
parental notification. But parental notification sinply just
delays that girl. It may delay it a nonth or six weeks, \unich
as we all know, again makes it somewhat of a higher risk, znq]
just...there is nothing wong with my parents or any other
parents knowing it, but let's keep it wi thinreason. \whenwe
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