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P RESIDENT: Debate does no t c e a se . Senator Ashford, followed by
Senator Ko r s h o j . No, you called the question, didn't you,
Senator Ashford. So, Senator Korshoj.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Nr. President and members, I don't know what
I 'm g ~ i n g to say because I don'0 understand the bill and I did
not get lobbied by these business people, they' ve talked to me.
But I was on Judiciary when this bill was heard, February 26,
1988, which was the original 1178, and it's still the same bill.
And I talked to a guy who testified, after he had testified. I
have never talked to him since, a Nr. F r ed Kau f f man. I 'm going
to use some of his statements. I hope he ' s a c r ed i b l e lawyer .
I do not know the man,and maybe I'm coming from off the wall.
He said, first of all, I don't think legislation ought t o b e
passed, if there is no need. He said it was an innovative bill
in 1913, when it came in. H e said , i t h as wo rk e d, I t h i n k ,
relatively well. There may be injustices, but he thinks it can
be resolved with a stroke of the pen. Whether it can or not, I
do not know. But as he spoke against the bill at this time the
Oakland-Craig School District had a lawsuit that was pretty well
considered they were not at any fault, but they were t he on l y
people on the scene when a pickup drove into the middle of a bus
and got a bi g lawsuit. So I ran out in the hall, a fte r h e
t est i f i e d , a n d I sai d , i f we pa s s t h i s b i l l , will this solve the
Oakland-Craig problem? Would they then not be liable for, it
was a twenty some million dollar lawsuit, and he said, this bill
would absolutely not change that particular case. A nd I k n o w
that is just one c ase. I r eal l y don ' t know a b ou t t h e
credibility of this man. I wish I would have called him in the
meantime and asked him. I was going to ask Ernie, who i s no t
here right now, in questioning Nr. Kauffman they were running
out of time. He said he had several other problems, and E r n i e
requested that he would write them problems down and forward
them to Ernie. And I wonder if he ever done it and if the
committee would share whatever those problems were, because I
think, if there were problems, we sh oul d hear what those
problems are. Now, I see the Chamber of Commerce and these
business organizations who represent, well I guess literally
hundreds of thousands of people are against it, maybe it's for
t hei r p o c k e t b ook . But those that were really for the b i l l , i f
you read it's NATA, Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys,
Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys, so f or t h an d so o n .
And I .think if you ask the public,and I have nothing against
trial attorneys, their opinion would be that the trial attorneys
are thinking not so much of the public as they are the t rial
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