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of committee. Last year when it was on General File | did that

as well, not out of any political reasons, but out of the
reasons that | was just not sure where | was at on this bill and
| wanted to spend sone nore tine. Through t he sunrmar | have

spent a | ot of time |ooking at conparative fault. think as a
nenber of the Bar Association and serving in this Leg| sI ature |
have some duty to perhaps speak on the issues that |'m np

fam |liar about. And through this whole period of tine

Associ ation | ast year had a position of opposition to th bBFI
for a nunber of reasons, those mainly being procedural reasons,

not all of them being substantive because this is not Just a
lawyer's bill. Obviously whenever there is g |awsuit or
injury there is |awers on both sides and | don't buy |nto the
theory that the |l awyers create the lawsuits. f

| 0.
ought to find those people and toss that out of the prgf essi oxv.e
Vhat they do is represent people who have been injured or ihere
have been breaches of contract or they defend the people who
have caused those actions or who have alleged been caused.

That's  the reason this bill becomes so difficult. There is not
one side, there is not one set of lawers that represent both
si des. And t heBar Association took on an extensive study of
this bill and came back with sonme recommendations and what they

did is they took four |awers who represent people who get sued,
the defense lawyers, and they took three lawyers Whoare
plaintiffs lawers who generally represent those who

sui ng. And they had a commttee and they | ooked through tehe
amendments and tried to see if there were sone things that they
could do to make this bill better and they have done so and they
have subm tted their recommendati ons. | have agreed to explain
those anmendnents to you this norning and that's the reason

| rise to do so. | f you |look at page 398 you will see in the
Journal the beginning of the amendnents. These are the fanous
Bar amendments that have nopved this bill froma position of
opposition to no position by the Bar Association. Theyhave no
probl enms procedurally how this bill goes. They have left any
support that we may do for us jn the Legislature for us to
decide whether this is good public policy or not. The fir st
part of the amendnents clarify that we' re going to have jury
trials when there are nultiple defendants. |n other words if
there is an accident that occurs and 1'mgoing to sue someone
and there is nore than one defendant,we call those mul tiple
def endants and often could be included a city, g county or a
school, any political subdivisions. |f a school or a city are
the only ones who are the defendants, there will not be g jury
trial. If there are multiple defendants and a political
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