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have all sorts of time to effect a total affiliation systemfor
the purposes of tax equity,whatever that definition mght be.
So | would suggest that to adopt LB 259, as it currently exists
without the Lamb amendnment, may well| be premature as far as

insuring quality of education for  our children, and that a
better course wou'd be to adopt the Lanmb anmendnent, to proceed

with the bill as it exists and put in the high school
affiliation, which will achieve that tax equity. And then
shoul d that work, w thout problenrs of educationa equity, t hen
at some point In time in the future to nove into the total
situation of total tax equity within an affiliateddistrict.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Dierks, please, followed by

Senat or Wthem

SENATOR DI ERKS: Nr . President and nmenbers of the body, |'ve
heard here today quite a little bit of discussion concer|¥| ng tax
equity and some concerning local control, but very little until
Senat or Coordsen spoke about quality of education. The Class |
di stricts, | t'hi nk, hav_e been knownfor years to offer a very
di stinctive quality education. Nyexperience as a school board
menber, in the Ewi ng school system was that during the 15 years
I was on that school board those studentsfromthe Cl ass |
school's were the valedictorians and salutatorians, |'m sure,
80 percent of the time. And this may not nean much to you,
except if you figure that we had roughly 40 nonresident +tyiti on
students there conpared tgq rou%h!'31 95 to 100 students in the

hi gh school . So...and maybe 13 some tine. So, really
percentagewi se quality of education isthere in those dass |
districts, there is no question about that. People are
interested in those dass | districts because they know they
provide quality education. | have to be concerned about thj

| egi sl ati on because in ny legislative district | have between 80
and 70 of these Class | districts that are still functioning.
It's avery vital part of my constituency. I'd  |ike to ask

Senator Wthem a question, if he would pl ease respond.
PRESI DENT: Senator Wthem please.
SENATOR W THEN: Certainly.

SENATOR DI ERKS: Senator Wthem when you were deliberating the
different phases of LB 259 and you got” to phase three, were

there any alternatives for financing that you discussed or
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