January 18, 1990 LB 259

they basically supported the green copy of 259, was their pasic

purpose for being there. But they also said, if this wll
resolve the issue, this will get it off the agenda, this will
stop the assault, let's go ahead and do it. | guess |'d also
like to re...sonmetimes when a bill hits the floor i't's the first

time people have seen it, and two sides get at |oggerheads qyer
one particular issue, you kind of wonder why don't you give in
on this issue, Ron, for crying out loud, this seems {g pe the
only thing Howard wants. | guess I'd like torefer. ..go back in
the days when 662 just passed, and tal k about sone of the things
that have been given up by the pro reorganizati on peopl e. Keep
inmnd this Legislature, at one time, went on very strong
record supporting mandatorv reorganization, merger, no more
i ndependent Cl ass | school boards. W cane in the next session,
we had, by our vote count, anywhere between. at |east 27, 28
very solid votes and probably enough soft votes to do an
override of the veto of the Governor on LB 444. The Governor
called me into her office and she said, | don't like dealing
with this issue in this confrontation, this fashion. \would you,
for me, get some people together and tal k about this jssue and
try to resolve it and put 444 on hold":| did that. We coul d
have had 444 passed, 444, | think, and | read it in retraospect,
woul d have resulted in a |ot of mandatory reorganization. e
had a bill on Final Reading, ready to pass, ready to sendto the
Governor and probably the votes to go over her veto to put that
in effect. But we gave that up. W said, okay, we' Il doit,
it's nore inportant to solve the | ssye. We got the people
together and with the idea in ny mind anyway, we' re going to
negotiate how Class I's will phase thenselves out. wi||, it was
pretty apparent | was very naive in that, it was pretty apparent
they weren't going to do that. Very shortly onwe said, okay,
our goal is not to phase you out, and get you out of existence.
Qur goal is tolet...to find a system where you can mai ntain
your identity. Then we got into the affiliation concept,and
the pro reorgani zation people said, well you' ve got to have a
Class | district affiliate jtself in total with a Class |l or
Il or it won't work. The Class I's said, that's a very
I nportant topic to wus, we haveto have, we have to havethe
ability to go in different directions. We gave in on that
point. There is a whole Iitany of other issues | could tell you
that we have given in on over the years, just here today, the
time line, there is no reason to give in on the tinme |ine. We
gave in on the time |ine. There is no particular need to
support the Dierks amendment, we supported the Dierks amendnent.
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