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the EPA officials, ny staff and | sat down with a nunber of farm
organizations in this state to try and draft the bill the way
that they felt would be fair to them and we thought we had

sonething worked out, put of course, that has not quite come
about because | know that there is sonme groups that ij|| have
guestions about the cost and whether we will be able to control
our own destiny under this program Opvjously, | want to make
sure that if we' re going tdranme a statew de nanagenent plan
for groundwater quality, that Nebraska be the controlling ¢qg¢ce
in setting our own destiny rather than soneone from Kansas %lty
or Washington, D.C., but as Senator Schmt has indicated,

institutional menory sometines is a good thing and he was here
along with I think Senator Chambers and Senator Warner when pe
first discussion back jn 1974 took place on the FIFRA issue.

And so |I' ve listened to sone of his conments, |' ve |ijstened to

ot her comments by other senators here today and as | said, ybe
today's discussion all that's going to come out of this is the
di scussion of teaching us how inportant groundwater is 4 the

not only just the quality, but the quantity of water in Nebraska
to our citizens which primarily derive their drinking water from
the groundwater in this state, and if it's polluted, if it' s
contaminated, then it's our own fault, so | think the inportant
thing...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: ...is sooner or later this state is going to
have to recognize that we' re going to have to inplenent sone
| ane to protect the groundwater. i

gi scussedpl ater this gessi on, possi bl 3'780%8?3’ bewtqwla%hv(éﬂ?lcge %?
this bill as well, but |I' vetried to work with sone of the other
groups to make sure that there is support for the whole plan and
not just part of it and, as | said, if the bill doesn't go this
morning, |'magoing to be disappointed, but I'mnot giving up.
think that 1' vetried to work w th Senator Schmit over the

interimperiod to com up with a plan that would help get
Nebraska more involved jn protecting our gr'oundwater quality.
The discussion largely has centered on the bill even though
we're still on the committee amendnents. \whether vou support or

oppose the bill | don't think the comm ttee amendnments are bad.

think they sinply put the bill in a i ;
woul d advance thi's morning, that it ﬁQSBme?a\kouiH m%ﬁgeso'

sense.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Schmit, {g|lowed
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