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on the bill, I think you say, listen, these were citizens
petitioning their government for action and t hey de served an
answer. The y h a ve b een on t h e h o ok fo r s i x yea r s . They were on
the hook all over the summer with their bill on F inal Re a d i n g .
We knew the issue was there and we gave them a timely answer.
And I think there isn't a constituent in the state who wouldn' t
b e. . . who w o u l d n 't ac cep t that answer to the question, why did
you vote to suspend the rules? I accept the notion that this is
not a precedent. There is no other issue like this. This , I
think, was a point well made by Senator Scofield and I think, by
the way, is the answer to Senator Hannibal's very thoughtful and
appropriate speech. Let me conclude by saying that in dealing
with this procedural matter we, on the pr o c e dure, l ose nothing .
We gain time, we gain timeliness and we save some heartache, but
«e lose nothing. Beyond this point is the issue of, do we pay
Commonwealth or not'? And that's a donnybrook, fair enough. We
have very strongly held opinions, let's go after those, let the
chips fall where they may, but the procedural question o f h ow
long these people have to wait before we will tell them what our
convictions are is no skin off our nose, but very important to
them. We can have this much compassion. E ven i f y o u o p pose t h e
measure, you can re a ch o u t an d do this much closing of the
difference, acknowledging of the harm and the injury and the
hurt and making a simple gesture of at least ending the agony of
the wait. I ask you to vote for the suspension of t he ru l es .
And, Mr. Speaker, I'd ask that we have a call of the house, then
a roll call vote in reverse order. I want e v e r y one t o b e h e r e

P RESIDENT: O k ay , t h a n k y o u . The question is, shall the house
go under call7 A ll thos e i n f av o r v o t e a y e , o p posed nay .
R ecord, Mr . C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 1 nay, Mr. President, to go under call.

P RESIDENT: Th e h o u s e is under call. Please r ecord y ou r
p resence . Those n o t p r e s e nt , p l ea s e return to the Chamber and
record your p r e s ence . I unders t and f o u r a re e x c u sed . Requires
30 votes and a roll call vote i n r ever se o r der has been
r equested . Sena t o r A s h f o r d , wil l y o u che c k i n , p l ease , and
Senator Ne l so n . Look i n g for Senator Hefner, Senator Moore,
Senator Morrissey. Senator Chambers, w il l y o u c h eck i n , p l ea s e .
Thank you. We' re waiting for Senator Hefner and t here h e i s .
Nr. Clerk, roll call in reverse order.

while we do this.
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