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notion to overrule the Chair.

PRESI DENT: The Chair is overruled. The call is raised. The
question now is the advancenent of the bill. genator Baack.
SENATOR BAACK: Yes, well, | hope we haven't gotten

the idea of the bill. We kind of got off on a dlfferent tyangent
here on the environnmental things, but what the bill does is the
bi Il talks about payment and perfornmance bonds and it says ipat

the state on projectscosting less than $15,000 can, g thei r
discretion, waive those bonds. Anystate agency can do that,
and it also provides that any local entity on groj ectt at
costs $5,000 or less has the discretion to waive a bond in hat
case. What the bill is intended to do is to allow somegmgjler
contractors an ability to bid on snaller gtate projects which
they have been precluded from doing before because they had
trouble with their cash flows in neeting the bond requirements.
That is what the bill does right now. wth that, | would just
urge the advancenent of the bill. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Any further discussion'? |f not, the question ijs
the...Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOPIELD: Thank you, Nr. President, l'ight may be
defective here. | would urge you to advance this bill. It's a

good bill, it's agood bill for small contractors. It's very
Important to the kind of conmunities | represent, but I'd Iso
like to put in a plug for little John WIIiam Lindsay and otﬁers
like him because the issue that we' ve just finished discussing
is very inportant to their future. And, as Senator Landis gas

I's

B .nted out, and | agree with him the anendnent | offere
etter publ i c policy than we have today and if you' re not

of how wi de open things are out there right now, you need toabe
aware of that and we need to address that . Given a short
session, |'m reluctant to say |'m going to bring in anot her
bill, but with the kinds of things that are enln
environnmental ly in this state, perhaps that should be a p Ol’lt%/
even in a 60-day session. and so, once again, | would urge to
take a look at that issue and take a I ook af the report that has

recently been conpleted and we need to address that issue before
we go much further in developing some of these facilities pa¢
frankly, can't get insurance, probably can't get a bond,

and | and the little John WIIiam Li ndsays and hi s peer¥ are
going to pay for if we don't clean up our act in Nebraska.
with that, | would say for today let's just advance this bi IBI
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