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mllion dollars, even though Senator Schnit says the bill deals
with smal | operations, | have to think that, ynfortunately, in
today's age that a nillion dollars isn't || that much rﬁoney
anynore. Wth that, | woul despectfully vote to overrule the

Chair's germaneness issue. Thank you.

P PESIDENT: Thank you. Senator EIl mer, pl ease, followed by
Senat or Scofield.

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Ar. President and Senator Schnit and

Senator Hall. The original intent of this bill is {4 give an
opportunity for small pysinesses to bid onstate projects.
That's the original intent and ¢{he purpose of LB 257. The
intent of this amendnment is to provide environnental. ¢om ort
of an assurance that environmental cleanups woul d be'hand?eé by
this bond that | don't think can even be bought. Therefore, |
woul d suggest that this is entirely two different subjects and
departs substantially from the original intent of the ;| and

woul d certainly supoort the overrule of the Chair notion.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Scofield, please.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, Nr. President and nenbers. If vou
|l ook at this amendment carefully, it doesn't really go out i%to
the directions | think that is bei ng represented here by the
people who are making the notion to overrule the Chair. we're
sinmply | ooking at bondi ng nechani sms here and ways of protecting
the public interest. The fact that we happenedto set a
particular threshold here for certain projects that require a
particular bond in no way dgoes beyond our germaneness rH'%S in
a

this body. And | woul d suggest to you beyond that t it is
bei ng suggested here that you can't get a pond for a mllion
dol | ars. I have a brother-in-law, | guess now | have to call
hima brother-in-law once renoved, but nevertheless he is g4 |
in the construction business. |[|t's not that difficult to get a
mllion dollar bond and so | don't think that's a valid argunment
at all. Also, the exanple given about the pharmacy buil ding,

frankly, the problemwe ran into with the pharmacy buil di ng was
the statute of repose which essentially lets people off the hook
after 10 years. W ought to look at that, as well, to protect
again the taxpayers. Finally, | guess | would nake the point
here that this is not a vast departure fromthe purposes of 257,
which | perceive is protection of the public through the bonding
mechani sm and | woul d suggest to you that if no conmpany, f po
surety will writean environnental bond for one of these kinds
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