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tire problem I will offer anendments, | have themon file,
that will come up, maybe not today, maybe the next tine around,
that will address setting priorities on how this noney should be
spent, and it does tal k about including a tire i

bBt I don't think at this time we cangafford torFSXSlsmt e #tl)r?gy’
collected off of these tires strictly on the problem gf
elimnating tires fromour landfills and recycling tires and the

reuse of tires. Rubber, leather, and wood products, | believe,
makeup 6 to 7 percent of our |andfill makeup. Paper and
paperboard products meke up 38, dependingon which book you
read, 30 to 38 pere nt of the |andfil | makeup. W need to

address, as Senator Schmit said, al| of the problems and all of
the products that are produced and taxes, sgychas these, are a
way of encouragi ng waste reduction,ywhich | fee' is the first
step we nust take. But to focus the noney sinply on tires |

think is wrong because the tires, even though it is collected
off of tires, do not nake up that |arge a percentage o the
wast e. And | do agree with Senator Beck, g5 a child growing up

at a gas station, one of ny principal playgrounds was a huge
Eile of old used tires, and we used to gjt fhere fascinated for
ours in looking at those little bugs squiggling around ;, {he
wat er wondering what the heck they were. \wWsen we come later in
the summer and junp on that sane pile of tires, 3 huge swarm of
mosqui toes would rise out of the pile and carry you off. g
that is definitely a problem and]!I' |F agree with that . But I
think we need to focus our noney on getting a state plan in
pl ace and hel ping our conmunities to get a state plan | ace
that would allow them to set up their own processes that are
directed directly at their community. A|l the...the solution to
this is going to be different all the way across the state, from
Chadron to Falls City, Auburn, Lincoln, Omaha, every one
solution will be different. | think we need to set up a state
plan that wil | ?ive themsome guidelines that will Pe flexible
enough that will allow themto do what they nust do locally, but
will also give themincentive to yreach for the thi ngs, such as

Senat or Beck's 25 percent recycling. I would like to tell
Senator Schmit | also have on file up there an amendnent that
woul d read, would put the newsprint back in. The Nebraska Press
Associ ation had argued that it was di scrimnatory. well |
woul d say the tire people could argue the same thi ng. No matter
what we do on a product fee, ynless we put all products in at
this time, someone can holler “discriminati on". Tires is a
smal | percentage. Paper is a |larger percentage, and | think the
largest tax in my district of a newspaper would be $60 a year.
My smal | est newspaper would incur a tax of $3 a year. | don't

8377



