January 16, 1990 LB 240

HaI I, if I make some remarks that are incorrect, please (qgrrect
As | understand it, this bill started out that It woul
affeCt onl y Omaha and Li ncol n and now from |l 00k| ng through my
material and |isteningto Senator Hall, going " to be
statewide. | would like to draw to attention of the body that
they' re setting up a new conmittee or a conm ssion or what have
you, of seven people, the Public Service Commissionis planning
on having offices in Omaha and Lincoln. The '89-90 cost is

$210, 000. W fi gures show that the fiscal i act ranges from
93,000 at one cent surcharge to a million dollars at ten cents,
anc | understand that it is ten cents. So I'm wondering if
Senator Hal | woul d pl ease explain to ne, ny figures here, that
it is amlliondollars. |s that going to the tel ephone company
or who...where is the nbney going and who is going to pay it

PRESI DENT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, M . Presi dent n’en’bers Senator
Haberman, the noney would be...the way the bill is currently
drafted, it woul d be assessed based on the determ nation by
Public Service Conm ssion as to how nmuch revenue woul d need to
be raised to cover the cost of this system The system Would be
mandated by the state to the tel ephone companies. The ay
system would be set up and it would be paid for by those
i ndi vi dual s who have phones, not just the individuals wno use
the system but all phone users.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Every individual in the state that has a
tel ephone woul d be assessed for this inpartial hearing 4y hard
cf hearing issue. |s that correct?

SENATOR HALL: That's correct and the estimtes at present woul d
lead us to believe fromthe Public Service Comm ssion that it
woul d be about four cents.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Four cents'? But it could go as h|gh as ten
cents?

SENATOR HALL: That's corr ect . The bil | wasdrafted to al | ow
fromone to ten cents.

SENATOR HABERMAN: W&l | four cents would raise yearly $375,000.
That would...well that's what the fiscal note shows.

SENATOR HALL: ©Oh, | believe you.
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