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in other states, not only in the Midwest but across the country,
is the issue of whether or not there should be a collection fee
for what they do. And to be quite honest with you, they ta lked
about that just this past week and they, frankly, said we l l , we
guess we don't need that. They have, I think, recognised the
need for this system to provide the service to individuals who
fall into these categories. With that, Mr. President, I wi l l
offer the amendment to the body. I'd be willing to answer an y
questions that members may have about how the s ystem would work ,
the funding of it or any other areas. T hank you .

PRESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . Sen at o r Cr o s b y, p l ea se , f o l l owed by
Senator Haberman and then Senator Schmit.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I 'm so
pleased and it's a real privilege to support this bill this
morning and pleased to see that Senator Hall has amended it into
IB 240 and that you voted to suspend the rules so that could be
done. You' ll notice on the hearing sheet t hat n ob od y opp o s e d
the bill. The telephone association came in as a neutral.
Everyone who testified was for the bill. I know of one instance
in particular because I want to bring to your attention, and
Senator Hall touched on this too, it's not just for hearing
impaired people. It's people who have lost their ability to
speak could also use this telephone mechanism. I know o f o n e
instance in particular, a young woman who had grave injuries in
an automobile accident several years ago and along with that, so
far her ability to articulate has not come back to her. I t ' s a n
a r problem or other related things from the injuries that she
suffered, the nerve damage that she suffe r ed . She uses her
computer, she can type, she uses a voice pack to communicate but
having a telephone mechanism like this would literally take away
the walls and give her a freedom that she has not experienced
this last several years. It would help her in furthering her
education, it would help her to be employed in a different way
ard in a more meaningful way b e c ause sh e wou l d be ab l e to
communicate by telephone. So I urge you this morning to vote
f cr t h i s t o m o v e o n t o . . . i nc l u d e i t i n t h i s b i l l , i n L B 24 0 , and
mcve it on to Select File. Senate r Hall, if you need some more
time you can have what I have left.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Haberman, please, followed by

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President,members of the body, Senator

Senator Schmit.
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