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told me that he had spoken to the Governor just r ecentl y whe n
she was in North Platte. And I said, well, you will be glad to
know that the Governor has come out with some v ery t oug h
penalties on drug enforcement. And he said, good, she listened
to me. And so, as far as he is concerned, he is a happy camper
because when he speaks to the Governor things happen. But we
got into some conversations and the essence of the c onversat i o n
was that here I was ta lking t o a n i n e - y ear - o l d an d we were
talking about drugs and we were talking about abuses and we were
talking about things that were h a p pen in g t o h i s f r i ends i n
elementary school. And it paused me...gave me pause to think
about LB 514. Sometimes we, as adults, lose touch. We lose
touch. We rem ember our children as they were. We remember
situations and circumstances the way we would like to r e member
them to be and our children that we have had are grown, in many
cases, and we remember the way it used to be, and we l os e t ouc h
of what's happening there. And one thing I can tell you, when
you get into a classroom in 1990 in the State of Nebraska, there
is one group of people you should not sell short. I have he a r d
people on the floor question about whether adults are capable.
I have heard people question whether the faculty m embers w o u l d
be capable and qualified to teach certain sections. B ut th e o n e
group of p eople that we neglect to talk about that we hold far
too short in esteem and that is the students themselves. I w i l l
guarantee you that you put a set of facts in front o f st u de n t s
and they' re going to give you o ne h e c k o f an i nt e l l i g en t
evaluation on what's a good idea and what's a b ad i d e a. And
they' re going to give you a pretty quick example of saying that
was the most stupid thing I have ever heard.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Or they' re going to say, t hat ma k e s
sense. And the o ne thing I thir k we need to keep in mind is
that our children, in elementary particularly, are hu r t i n g mor e
than we were, are hurting more than possibly your children were
w hen they wen t t h r o u g h . So many things are happening so fast to
them. And if we don't do something like 514 to augment what we
already h a ve t h e r e , I ask the body to ask themselves a question,
when will we teach the students about these areas'? When will we
d iscus s t he se ar e a s' ? How l o n g wi l l we p os t p one i t ? T i l l
t hey' re j u n i o r h i gh ? T il l t h e y ' r e i n c o l l ege ' ? Till they' re an
adult? And , i n the meantime, they have,while we ' re d e ba t i n g
when and how they should learn, believe me, people, t hey h a v e
already learned it in their own way. They will have learned it.
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