January 16, 1990 LB 514

told me that he had spoken to the Governor just recently when
she was in North Platte. And | said, well, you will be'glad to
know that the Governor has come out with some very tough
penalties on drug enforcenment. And he said, good, she 1istened
to ne. And so, as far as he is concerned, he is a happy camper
because when he speaks to theCGovernor things happen. Butwe
got into sone conversations and the essence of the c¢onversation

was that here | was talking toa nine-year-old andwe were
tal ki ng about drugs and we were tal king about abuses and we were

tal king about things that were happening to his friends in

el ementary school.  And it paused me...gave me pause to think
about LB 514. Sometimes we, as adults, lose touch. We |ose
t ouch. We remember our children as they were.  \e remember

situations and circunstances the way we would like 4 remember
themto be and our children that we have had are grown, in nany
cases, and we remenber the way it used to be, gndwe lose touch

of what's happening there. And one thing |I can tell you, when
you get into a classroomin 1990 in the State of Nebraska, there
is one group of people you should not sell short. | have heard

peopl e on the fl oor question about whether adults are capable.
| have heard people question whether the faculty members would
be capable and qualified to teach certain sections. PButthe one
group of people that we neglect to talk about that we hol df ar
too short in esteemand that is the students thensel ves. | will

guarantee you that you put a set of facts in front of students
and they' re going to give you one heck of an |nteII igent
eval uation on what's a good idea and what's a paqg

they' re going to give you a pretty quick exanple of sayl ng thAnt

was the nmost stupid thing | have ever heard.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: o' t he re oln to Sa th t kes
sense. And the onething | ythlr Igv\egneed to keep ?n mnﬁd I's
that our children, in elenmentary particularly, are hurting mor e

than we were, are hurting nore than possibly your children were

when they went through. So man%/ thi ngs are happening so fast to
them And if we don't do something like 514 to augnent what e

already have there, | ask the body to ask thensel ves a question,
when will we teach the students about these areas'? when will we
discuss these areas'? How long will we postponeit? Tijl

they're junior high? Till they're in college'? Till they re an
adul t ? And, inthe meantinme, they have, while we're debating
when and how t hey shoul d | earn, bel i eve me, people, they have
already learned it in their own way. They will have learned it.
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