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living form And anyway since you nmentioned that issue 5 the
mortality, |'mkind of wondering how we' re going to. phowwe are
going to address these philosophi es because there is always that
shadow over the classroom, and you and | both know it as having
been teachers, of the division of church and state. pNow see. |
woul d al nost be afraid if | were in the health curriculum and
were to teach on sone of these things that | could really bring
somet hi ng down on that local school district that might, you

know, like our own Westside in Omha, end up in the Suprene
"ourt. And | just wonder what is your desire or | know you
t hought this bill through, it's very ell \Mqone and |
congratul ate you on your intent and the scope, V\{)ut at  go you
foresee as how wehandle that? and that' s...| just wanted to

bri..g that question to you.

PRESI DENT:  Senator Schi mek.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Di d you want me to try to answer the question?
SENATOR BECK: Right . Yes, if you would, please.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Thank you, Senator Beck, | do appreciate \hat
you are conveying to me and, believe ne, this is a concern of
mne as well. But what | understand is happening is that school
districts are already having to confront these issues 4 geath
and dyi ng. Every time a child loses a pet,for instance, g
when a classmate is killed in an autonobile gaccident, or when
another ~ teenager takes hjs or her own life, these are things
that schools are already being called upon to answer. And what
this bill would attenpt to do is to provide nmore;sgources for
t hese cl assroom teachers and these guidance counselors and to
better equip them | mean, | wouldn't presune to teach a death
and dying class unless | had had some kind of further
i nstruction on how... | mean, | have already gotten nyself into
trouble here on this floor this norning. | woul d not presune to
go ahead and go into a classroom I think that we have to
renmenber that the |local school district will oversee z|| of this
and that it will require a great deal of public and comunity
involvement and | would like to speak to that issue at g4 J[ater
tinme, but I won't take up any nore of your tine now.

SENATOR BECK:  Thank you, Senator Schimek, | appreciate your
answer. Ard | will have to say though t hat I do still have
guestions about how this then would be developed in the rules
and regs and this kind of thing and it will be g, my mnd in
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