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classrooms.
SENATOR SM TH: Good. That's what | .. .I'm..
PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR SM TH: ...glad tohear that and I"'mglad that's in the
record. ,hank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Dierks, please, followed by
Senat or Wt hem

SENATOR DI ERKS: Nr. President and nenbers of the body, | gm not

supporting this legislation. | didn't support it in commttee
and | have difficulty supporting it today. don't really have
a problem w th Senator Schlnek3|ntent, it's just that |
believe that there are sonme thij ngs in this |egislation that
could cause us sone problens down the road. | don't believe
that we need to t?e expanding state aut hority our schools
again. I don't bpelieve that the cost should be shared if we
shoul d have that cost increase. | think there are those who

have some authority across this nation who. or would like to
have, who would |ike to have conplete control of our children.

I think they would like to start at age three,we're finding
that all the tine. I think thereare parents ect to
that. |I'm sure there are sone parents who agree 'mat tﬂw s all
right, they would like to have the teachers taking care of their
kids from then on. But, with me, it's a problem | just don't
believe this is what we need to do. I have another problemwith

the fact that we' re going to be asking teachers to ¢ our
children and we haven t even done a very good job op e%ucatl ng
our educators. We can't be too proud of the fact that we have a
functional illiteracy rate in the nei ghborhood of 16 percent in
this state. We can't even get people to |earn how to. that
many people can't read or wite beyond the fifth grade |evel.
think it shows us that we are pretty sadly |ack|ng in Certa|n
areas and | wonder if we should be getting into this gort

thing where at the kindergarten | evel we're going to be startlng
to tal k about death and dyl ng and about faml y p| anni ng’ for
crying out loud. These things just go against the grain with
me. | guess ny perception is that with this legislation we 5.
providing school-based health clinics d | know that people
don't like to hear that and | know that peopﬂ will object to
that, say that that isn't happening here but that, in ny
estimation, it's open-ended, it does allowthat sort of a thjpg
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