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ways that we could be nore clear probably in that.

SENATOR SMITH: | woul d appreciate that, if it could be made
more clearly defined as far as oversight and, you know, 5o fgr
as the developnment of the curriculumand it' s not just Feft to

the discretion of any jndividual teacher who may not be

conpet ent in t hi sarea and create SONE new prob| ens. And t hen
the other thing that | would say s that I d join Senator

o)
Haberman, to a degree, in his concern about mandating, that this
I's construed as mandating another new | ayer of education, that
i nstead what we might be doing is remapping tphe curriculum in
the area of health education.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SMI TH: ...and doing sone of the things to neet the new
needs that we now see evidenced, you know, to peet the future
needs of our children in Nebraska so that it's not construed as
sayi ng, oh yeah, they told us we have to have another new course
and so we have to put in place now 5 teacher to handle this
i ssue. One of the things that |I'mreal concerned about that we
have seen in departnents, you know, in all areas, is that we end
up with new ideas all the time but we never end up removin
anything that's outdated or outnoded in the past so that we en
up having new costs. And, you know, for instance, in the nental
retardation prograns, | was told by some staff recent|y that
some of the things that they have been doing are not working
anymore. Now | have a request that cane to me from someone
saying they had this great jdea about howwe address these
I ssues, (glve us sone new noney. So what |I''m Sayi ng is what we
need to do maybe is |ook at the curriculum revamp the
educational curriculumat that level and not replace...or add
this as another |ayer, because teachers gare alnost at the point
V\heée they can't add any nore tinme in their day and neither ¢an
students.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, Senator Smith, and | probably didn' t
respond as fully as | should have to Senator Habernan, but part
cf the...part of this programwould allow the State Departnent
of Education to work with the schools in determ ning and doing a
needs assessment and working with the schools that did not or

could not hire more teachers to do this so that the science
instructor would perhaps be able to work sone of this into their

curriculum We' re not necessarily talking adding layers, e are
perhaps tal king about incorporating some of this |nio existi ng
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