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off i ces'?

in 1986, I wouldn't be standing here today asking fo r you to
support this measure. I would be one of the happy recipients of
this measure, but the public has spoken and I would like to
speak and say that I don't think these are out of line at al l .
I would just...in fact, I would echo what both Senators Wesely
and Chambers said that, perhaps, the Governor' s salary does need
to be adjusted somewhat upward. But I would like to ask
Senator, w ha t i s your name, Bernard-Stevens, Pete, could you
tell me in other states, do t he y ha v e t he s e sa me k ind o f
disparities in salaries or was there some subjective judgment
used here in allocating those kinds of figures for the different

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That is a good question, Senator
Schimek. In fac t, there was a wide range of differences at
times. What the committee wanted to try to d o is to not
necessarily go into an or d er of ran k and say we are g o ing to
start at a ceiling and then, by rank, go down and each on e be
lower because the committee realised that though the Secretary
of State may, in fact, be higher on the list than State Auditor,
vice versa, we tried to not only look at the various states
average sa l a r i e s but also we tried to look at Nebraska as to
what we felt was an area that had more of a work l oad . Now
mderstand I s aid not more of an importance, n ecessari ly , b u t
more of a work load and more responsibility to do more thi n g s .
And we tried to take that into consideration when we began
' ooking at how we were going to apply salaries below the ceiling
of 65 .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Senator .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognises Senator Nelson.

SENATOR NELSON: Nr . Sp e aker, and members of the body, I guess I
have to echo what the other senators have said and particularly
as you can obviously see our Governor's salary and so on, but
just a couple of years ago in the Legislature, I remember
Senator Remmers and I and I am not quite sure who else, I think
Senator Landis, we did extensive work on these constitutional
officers' salaries and I will tell you it was not necessarily
too easy to get the raise that we affected at that time. And I
think the Public Service Commission Officers entered into the
picture, and so on, so I somewhat sense I t hi n k the sal ar i e s
were only raised a couple of years ago. I don' t k now whether we
are treading on the right ground or not, but with that, I will
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