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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Ri ght, | guess the questjon | want to
try and clarify and have you clarifyfor the body in the record
is, inthe coomittee there was sone discussion of, yes, the
tremendous  need to help entrepreneurial enterprises
particularly in western Nebraska and rural areas, zndthat there
was no disagreement. But what about the area that there coul
be sonme conpetition between one conpany al ready established an
another one that is under the incubator program ogne that is
obviously receiving aid and...aid fromthe comunity and from
the state government where the other, conpeting.on their own s
not ? There was some discussion about unfair conpetition, in
fact, and 18 nonths or two years may be too long of time to keep
themin the incubator, and I just wanted you to respond to that
type of discussion that we had earlier so we can have tha% on
the record.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Certainly. wWe did build sone safeguards jnto
the bill to prevent that conpetition that you refer to, or
agai nst and for businesses already in the comunity. | think
Section 9 in the comm ttee anendments would speak to that,
Senator, listing the criteria that the community board | ooks

to decide who will be accepted as a tenant into the business
incubator. It requires that the product or service pepnew to
the state or to the comunity and that it will not eliminate
exi sting jobs. There is sone local control built into the pjj

because the community board asks for the incubator and it
deci des who the tenants will be. So | have no problemwth that
anynore and that was a good point that was brought gyt by the
committee.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: And | thank Senator pBarrett for
working on that point to extend it to two years. |'d also |[ike
to make sure the body understands that after the two-year period
there is a 12-month possibilityof an extension to give the
busi ness that has been under the incubator programa {;ansition
period in orderto break out on their own. The comrittee can,
in fact, extend that to 12 nonths if they deem ¢tnat desirable,
and | thank the Chair for the tinme and that ends ny renmarks and
hope the bill noves on to Select File.

SENATOR LANDIS: ThankyOU. Senator Barrett' you' re recognized
to close on the Barrett amendnent. There are no other |ights on

the bill itself. we' 11 proceednowtothe cl osing on the
anmendnment . Senator Barrett.
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