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as a traffic infraction. Felonies are crimes that are deemed
felony because of the anount of time a person nust serve in the
penitentiary.  Most people, when they think of the word
"felony”,  envision some horrible, vicious or violent crime, but
it is not the nature of the act that determ nes whether ji'g a
felony, it's the amount of tinme thata person nust serve and,
general ly, that anount of tine is one year in the penitentiary.
So if there is conduct which is forbidden by |aw and the
puni shment attached to it is a year or nore in the penitentiary,
it"-s afelony. Nowit is possible for a Legislature (o call
anything a felony that jt chooses to, but I'mtelling you in
eneral what the termneans so that it's clear what it s that
I'mtal king about here today. When the Constitution was put in
its present condition, it was felt by the franers, who were very
acquainted with felons and felonies, some of them acquainted
very intimately, they felt, and perhaps it was a self-interest
type of notivation, but they felt that defendants, in (5565 of
felony, should have a right to appeal to the Suprene Court.
There are problenms in this society whenever somebody is accused
of a crime. For nost people, unfortunately, an accusation is
the same as guilt. \When a person has once been accused, he or
she stands guilty as far as the public is concerned. There
might be lurid headlines, there might be statements by hi%h
e

ranking politicians that || attach a badge of shane to t

i ndividual accused when the jndividual may have had no
i nvol venent what soever. A very recent and regrettabl e exanple
of that occurred in Boston not very long ago. |t happened t hat

an upstanding white gentleman of the Christian persuasion
deci ded, for various reasons, that his wife should no longer pe
allowed to live. Sohe.. . she was Ipregnant with his child, he
shot her dead, shot hinself, then called the police on hijs car
radio and said that g plack man had forced his way into that
car, shot himand his wife. The wife died. The child was
birthed into the world, lived 17 days and died. The Nayor of
Boston immediately went to the scene and stated that he was
calling on every detective to help solve this heinousnurder.
The police began to stop black men wholesale on the streets,
search them subject themto humliation and sone were arrested.
They went through comunities where people of ny conplexion live
and went door to door searching for this vicious nurderer. apq
do you know why this vicious murderer was being sought? pecause
a white man said that he and his wife had been shot by g black
man and gave no description other than that. Qur conpl exi ons
range fromthe palest of you in here to the darkest person that
you might find on the continent of Africa, whichis where people
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