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going to give judges that power to decide yes or no on abortion,
shouldn't ~we as the Legislature, be involved to sone extent
phi I osophi cal Iy in what kinds of peopl e are selected as judges?
And in the case of theBork nom nation, philosophically he was
not acceptable to a majority of Senators and he

confirmed. But to take that process out of the judici afi system
is basically hiding our heads in the sand, burying our heads ;,
the sand, ecause we ar e asking judges to ‘make deci si ons not
sinply on evidentiary rulings any nore. The old traditional

'‘dea of the judge deciding whether a certain question was
hearsay or not is only one of many functions that we are ggkin

Judges to perform We are basically.  .and, as Senator Chambers,
hlnk extremely rlghtly Sald V\E are aski ng udges in many
cases to legislate and they do in many cases legisiate. apg we

say judges shouldn't legislate pyt we' re giving judges broad
discretion to do just that. Could | have a gavel, p’ ease.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: We are asking Judges to do Just that and by

doing that, | think we are, ef f we are, in effect,
agr eei ng taC|tIy to a breakdown of that ol d separatlon of powers

theory anyway. 't just doesn't apply anymore. g if we
can't.. we decide, no, Wwe€re going to give judges these
deci sj on- maki ng powers over life and deat the™ gdeath en%t
abortion, those kinds of decisions, don't we want to khow 3/
they thing about those issues'? | think we do. I think we do
want to know that. We want to know, one, are they n‘e”toﬂous’)
And, two, are they the kinds of judges that are going to

the way we think they should decide on those issues whi c?"a
not evidentiary rulings but are issues that go to |life and death
issues? | thinkwedo. | think we do. That's what we demand
on the Bork nomination, That was the whol e issue, you know. So

! think that the public, one, deserves to know, at |east it
woul d be an open process and this ensures that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.
SENATOR ASHFORD: And, nunber two, philosophically, | think, 8

have expandedthe role to the extent where it demands this kin
of involvenent. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. You have heard the closing and the

question remains, shall the Ashford amendment g9 LRS8 be
adopt ed? All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all
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