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SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: And then we can go forward and deal with any of
the specific problems that you may have. But I firmly embrace
the concept. I think it's a concept well worth pur s u i n g , one
that I think this Legislature will want to adopt when they think
about it further and simply at this time, e arly on , y o u h ave t h e
opportunity to likewise embrace and support it and work further
on it as time goes by on the other issue that we have before the
Judiciary Committee. So, again, I think that the arguments
raised have answers to them. I think the problems with this are
minimal. I thi nk that the benefits are great and I would ask
your support for this amendment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . The gentleman from Plattsmouth,
Senator W ehrbein .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Ye s . Nr. Speaker and members, I will be
brief on this but I'm going to oppose this motion at this stage.
Myself, I am not totally opposed to this. I do want to
understand it more clearly. I t j u s t re a l l y cam e in t h e l as t
couple o f day s, so f or many of the r easons that Senator
Kristensen espoused is ones that I would agree with. In addition
to that, there is s ome distinctions that I think we ought to
draw and I won't carry them that far but o ur f ede r a l . . . at ou r
federal level they are appointed for a lifetime. In Nebraska ,
as I understand it, it is a si x-year term subject t o t h e
e lecto r a te . So we do have some recall provisions in the
Nebraska law that are not available at the federal l evel . I n
closing, I wo uld say that if there is e ver a cas e of
politicizing, it is true at the national level, especially
within the last two years; probably not a more politicised
appointment in the history of the United States court system, at
least to my limited knowledge, than what there was t h e r e. I
guess I want to understand the ramifications of this much more
before I would be willing to put this into law on the stage.. .at
this stage of the game and would rather have some h earings an d
some more Nebraskan input before I would vote favorably on this.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Dierks, please. Senator
Dierks moves the previous question. Do I see f i v e h a nds'? I do .
The question is, shall debate now close? Those i n f av or vo t e
aye, opposed nay. Please vote if you would care to vote. Have
you all voted? Please record.
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