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been no attenpt to put information out thereto informthe
public and we're making one of the nost radical changes in the
court systemin Nebraska that has ever occurred.  \When we
restructured the court system before,wedidn't takeaway any
rights that citisens had. W didn't take away rights to gppeal
or to get to the Suprene Court. That's what we' re doing here in
this manner and | think it's not appropriate. PBut if vou insist
on submitting this to the public, then at |east |et t%e package
be conpl eted by deternmning that the Legislature will confirmor
reject the persons appointed to this court.

SPEAKER BARRETT Thank you. Senat or Wesel Y, f ol | owed by
Senator Wehrbein.

S ENATOR WESELY: Thank you. Nr. Speaker and members, again, |
woul d rise in support of this amendment. |' || go through“a few
i tems. First off, as Senator Ashford, I think, already
di scussed, one of the big arguments that have raised is t his
i dea of appointing these individuals and possibly not confirm ng
them the | anguage that we drafted in the resolution that we
introduced and is reflected in this amendment reflects the way
we handl e appointnents now. People are appointed by the
CGovernor. They serve until the Legislature confirms and t hen
either they stay in that job or they don't stay in that job but
that's the way we handle it. | amvery satisfied if those of
you who are concerned about thatprocess want to change it so
that people don't take the office until the Legislature confirms
themand that is, in fact, how the Supreme Court was handl ed and

appoi ntnents at the federal |evel. I don't have any problem
with that. Frankly, | think that's the way it shoul d be. The
Legi sl ature ought to confirmindividuals before they start to
serve, not after they have started to serve, andso!| really
don't have any problemw th that argunent. Butif you change
it...if you want to change it, that changes the policyacroSs
the board. All we're doing in this language is reflecting the
current policy. You will also see in the language in there

about not being able to reappoint the same person andi t nmay
seem superfluous but there are cases wherepeople have been

recal | ed from REA commi ssions, committees, and then the ;Peocple
have a petition drive and they' re recalled by the people on a

vote, and then the board that remains gappoints to fill those
vacancies amnd they reappoint the people that had just been
recalled. And so you do want sone protections in there that the

Legislature’s will on appointing somebody or not appointing
sonebody is maintained and so that's why you have that 1 anguage
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