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immoral, dangerous, violent or anything else. It j u st mean s
that the Legislature enacted a provision and attached a penalty
to it if you violate it. That's what makes it a crime. I f t h e y
say littering carries a punishment of $500, o nce a pena l
sanction is attached, that becomes a criminal law. V iola t i o n o f
it is a crime. Anybody convicted of a crime.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...is a criminal. So don't think when you
hear those terms of somebody with a t u r ne d up c ol l ar and a
dagger waiting to stick it in your back when you come around a
corner. I believe that there have b een many i nst a n c es where
people have been improperly c harged, i m p r oper l y t r i e d and
unjustly convicted and unjustly sentenced to punishments. Lower
courts are not as circumspect as the Supreme Court and even i f ,
as Senato r Kr i st e n s en is trying to indicate, you would have
quality judges at the level of the appellate court, justice must
not only be done, justice must seem to be done. We' re talking
about the perception that the c itizens have o f how t he i r
judi,.iary operates and how justice, whatever that means to each
individual, is being meted out by.

. .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e ha s e x p i r e d .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...the state.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r B e r n a r d - S t ev ens .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I yield my
time or give my time to Senator Kristensen.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senato r K r i s t e n s en .

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank y o u, Senat o r Bernard-Stevens .
Senator Chambers asked you to look into the Constitution to see
where there is a right to appeal a case. The Constitution only
tells you right now that you can appeal, by right, two types of
cases. Those are all cases of felony and the capital cases.
Nowhere in the Constitution does it say that you have a right to
appeal your reckless driving case to the Nebraska Supreme Court.
Who says that'? We say that by statute. What Senator Chambers
is going to be changing is, by Constitution he is going to take
t he p o wer aw a y f r om us to determine what misdemeanors, what
possession of marijuana cases. If we don't want the possession
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